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Trinity 21: Discipleship through Trial 

Sermon delivered by Rev Sydney Maitland on Sunday 25 October, 2015 
 

Old Testament 
Job 42: 1 – 6; 10 – 17  

Epistle 
Hebrews 7: 23 – 28 

Gospel 
Mark 10: 46 – 52 

 

I don’t think that I have ever said anything about the theory or practice of sailing, but 

here an illustration is relevant. 

When you are going directly downwind, the sensation is of a quiet and leisurely 

progress. The boat is essentially blowing downwind like a paper bag and there is little 

power in the sails. So the motion is easy but there is little speed. 

But turn to sail across the direction of the wind, so that it is coming from the side and 

not the stern and the experience is quite different. 

Now the force of the wind on the sail is stronger on the side of the sail facing the wind 

and weaker on the other side so that the sail itself pushes the boat sideways, and this 

sideways motion is translated by the keel into a forward force. 

Now the boat is actively driving along and not just blowing along passively. Now it is 

going much faster and it feels the force of the waves more surely. 

Turn the boat into the wind – well, diagonally into it and the effect on the motion of the 

boat is even more pronounced (even if here it is rather slower). 

And the same applies in our readings, for Job had been sorely tested and despite all his 

anger and injured suffering he did not turn his back on God. He may have said quite a lot 

about God that was not very flattering, but he continued in his faith and his prayers. 

And finally God vindicated Job, without ever explaining the contest centered on him, but 

between God and the devil. His suffering was a mystery, and his faith was in this sense 

also a mystery, but Job persevered and was eventually restored – indeed he was 

restored double what he had lost. 

But the central point was that even in the depths of his trials, Job never abandoned his 

faith in God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job+42&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+7&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10&version=NIVUK
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Now look in the Gospel reading at Bartimaeus, blind and begging at the roadside. We 

are not told how long he had been blind, but we are told that on learning that Jesus was 

passing by, Bartimaeus called out loudly and persistently. 

And he refused to stop, even if he was causing a scene. He would not let go of the 

opportunity to cry to the Lord – and that was only that Jesus would have mercy on him. 

From the very midst of his blindness and his need to beg, Bartimaeus called out, looking 

for mercy rather than in self-pity or in blaming anyone else. His prayer was to Jesus and 

to Him alone, and it was determined and persistent. 

And yes, Jesus did indeed hear and called for Bartimaeus to be brought to Him. In His 

mercy, Jesus began by commanding that those who were inclined to pity Bartimaeus 

now put forth their hands and lead his to meet Jesus. 

Bartimaeus was already being vindicated by Jesus, before even meeting Him. And then, 

even if his need was wholly obvious, Jesus asked him to state his request. Bartimaeus 

was asked to be specific in his need and in his prayer: and so he was. 

It could have ended there, for Bartimaeus was indeed healed and his sight was restored. 

But the story continued for we are told that he followed Jesus on the way. 

But that way was to Jerusalem – a climb of some 3600 feet in hot, dry and rugged 

terrain. And Bartimaeus followed Jesus on that. This was no idle amble in a garden. 

But more than that, even though we are told nothing more of Bartimaeus, we know that 

Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem was a one-way ticket to the cross. I think of Bartimaeus 

therefore continuing to Jerusalem, and finding a new kind of life and discipleship seeing 

Jesus cleanse the temple, hearing His disputes and then finally witnessing His passion 

and death. 

If Bartimaeus’ blindness led him to the roadside waiting for Jesus to heal him, then his 

very healing led him into a discipleship during mighty events and unfoldings. 

And so the writer to the Hebrew church draws us to Jesus, as one who is close to us in 

all things, and especially in our trials and sorrows. 

As a Priest forever, Jesus is always in the presence of God praying for us, in all aspects of 

our needs. He is always there having been tried and tested Himself, and knowing the 

kinds of temptations, the kinds of pressures and questions that confront us. 

Whereas the priests of His time were required to make sacrifices for their own sins 

before acting on behalf of the people, Jesus is for ever – and not just for Christmas and 

Easter and Sundays and the times when we are feeling active and alert and ready for 

action. 

In short, whatever our need or relationship or burden or sorrow, He is always there. 
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But more than that, He is always there ready to lead us in our discipleship from within 

our own particular point of need or distress. 

We do not need long or complicated prayers. The prayer of Bartimaeus has been 

honoured by the church down the centuries: “Lord Jesus Christ, have mercy upon me, a 

sinner.” Try it. 


