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We work by:
 ●  directing our aid only to Christians, although its 
benefits may not be exclusive to them (“As we 
have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially to those who belong to the family 
of believers.” Galatians 6:10, emphasis added)
 ●  aiming the majority of our aid at Christians 
living in Muslim environments
 ●  channelling money from Christians through 
Christians to Christians
 ●  channelling money through existing structures 
in the countries where funds are sent (e.g. 
local churches or Christian organisations)
 ●  using the money to fund projects that have 
been developed by local Christians in their own 
communities, countries or regions
 ●  considering any request, however small
 ●  acting as equal partners with the persecuted 
Church, whose leaders often help shape our 
overall direction

 ●  acting on behalf of the persecuted Church, to 
be their voice – making their needs known to 
Christians around the world and the injustice of 
their persecution known to governments and 
international bodies

We seek to:
 ●  meet both practical and spiritual needs
 ●  encourage, strengthen and enable the existing 
local Church and Christian communities – so 
they can maintain their presence and witness 
rather than setting up our own structures or 
sending out missionaries
 ●  tackle persecution at its root by making 
known the aspects of the Islamic faith and 
other ideologies that result in injustice and 
oppression of non-believers
 ●  inform and enable Christians in the West  
to respond to the growing challenge of  
Islam to Church, society and mission in their 
own countries 

 ●  facilitate global intercession for 
the persecuted Church by providing 
comprehensive prayer materials

We believe:
 ●we are called to address both religious and 
secular ideologies that deny full religious 
liberty to Christian minorities – while 
continuing to show God’s love to all people 
 ●  in the clear Biblical teaching that Christians 
should treat all people of all faiths with love 
and compassion, even those who seek to 
persecute them 
 ●  in the power of prayer to change people’s lives 
and situations, either through grace to endure 
or through deliverance from suffering
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a
pril this year will be marked as the centenary 
of the Armenian and Assyrian genocide (see 
pages 8-9).  Enormous evidences indicate 
that the genocide was centrally planned and 
administered by the Turkish government, 
and was essentially an effort to exterminate 

the Christian population living in the predominantly Muslim 
Ottoman Empire. 

That trend of anti-Christian violence continued throughout the 
20th century and now in the 21st century we are faced with Islamic 
State, the murderous movement seizing territory in Iraq and Syria, 
and destroying all crosses and Christian symbols. 

Why? And why the severe hardship and death meted out to 
Christians under Islamic authorities elsewhere in the world? 
The reason lies not only in how Islam sees itself but in the 
Cross of Christ. 

At this time of the year, Christians everywhere are 
commemorating the Easter season. The Apostle Paul spoke of 
the crucifixion of Christ and by extension His resurrection as 
being a stumbling block to the Jews and foolishness to the Greeks. 
In the divine scheme of things, however, it is the embodiment of 
the power and wisdom of God (1 Cor. 1:22-25).

But what is there in the death and resurrection of Christ that 
makes it so offensive, to the point where those who believe in 
them are rejected or even killed? Nowhere 
else do we see this more glaringly than in 
an Islamic context. Although Christians 
are severely persecuted under Hinduism, 
Buddhism and other anti-Christian 
models, Islam, more than any other, has 
a precise motive for Christian persecution.

Islam says that Muslims are a 
superior people with a superior religion 
because Muhammad was Allah’s final 
messenger to mankind. Islam claims 
that Jesus did not die on the cross, 
nor was there a resurrection from the  
dead (Q 4:157). From this some Muslims conclude that 
Christians are inferior and some assert that they are rebellious 
and enemies of Islam. 

It is not very difficult now to see why Christians are persecuted 
under Islam. It is not economic, political or social but theological. 
Specifically it is the nature, work and person of Christ, condensed 
in the most powerful events in history - His death and resurrection. 
The Apostle Paul, in his defence before the Jews and the high 
ranking Roman officials, clearly posited that the true reason for 
his trial lay in his beliefs about the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

The Cross will continue to be a stumbling block for 
generations to come, but it will also be God’s only method for 
global transformation.
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Project reference 92-1157Project reference 20-246Project reference 96-1196

how barnabas is helping

keeping displaced 
christians alive

“Your assistance helps us in this 
critical situation,” wrote Waheeb 
Khuqa in Dohuk, Iraq. He is one 
of tens of thousands of displaced 
Christians in northern Iraq who 
received life-saving help from 
Barnabas Fund last year. 

Hundreds of thousands of Christians 
ran for their lives last year to escape 
the terror of Islamic State militants. 
Most arrived at their places of refuge 
with just the clothes on their backs. 

Barnabas Fund provided them 
with a wide array of supplies: food, 
hygiene kits, water tanks, medicines, 
tents, beds, pillows, mattresses, 
kitchen utensils and cookers. During 
the winter they received warm 
clothes, heaters, kerosene oil, rugs 
and blankets.

In 2014, Barnabas Fund provided 
over £700,000 (US$1,000,000; 
€800,000) in aid.

Symbol of hope

Children in North Kivu, Democratic 
Republic of the Congo, now attend 
a Christian primary and secondary 
school in smartly painted wooden 
buildings that are fully renovated 
thanks to Barnabas Fund. 

The school complex boasts two 
offices, 20 toilets, a chapel and twelve 
classrooms, which are filled with new 
desks and blackboards. 

The extremely dilapidated structures 
it replaced were a sad testimony of the 
violence in the region’s past 25 years; 
the roofs were dotted through with 
bullet holes. 

In this violent context, the newly-
built Christian schools, as well as 
Barnabas Fund’s assistance with the 
schools’ running costs, help provide 
a small spark of normality and hope 
to its 393 pupils.

Surviving  
the winter

Barnabas Fund ensured that 1,050 
Christians in Ukraine’s violence-
wracked regions of Lugansk and 
Donetsk had enough to eat last 
winter and coal to warm themselves.

The food and 110 tons of coal were 
distributed through local churches: 
16 churches in Donetsk and eight  
in Lugansk.

Some churches, especially Baptist 
ones, were attacked. But that did not 
stop congregations from showing the 
love of Christ. 

When the regions’ population started 
to starve after salaries and pensions 
had been blocked by the government 
for five months, some of the churches 
opened their canteens to feed people.

£729,935 for humanitarian 
needs for displaced 
christians in Iraq 
(US$1,109,152; €932,654)

£7,324 for basic needs in 
ukraine
(US$11,493; €9,249)

The children now learn in an attractive 
and clean environmentAn Iraqi Christian receives a food packagePro-Russian protesters in Donetsk,  

Source: Andrew Butko, Flickr £38,317 for primary and 
secondary school buildings 
in Dr congo  
(US$60,114; €48,509)



Sunday rest for 
food-parcel family

“After receiving Jesus, my monthly 
income did not cover my family 
expenses,” said Pronony in 
Bangladesh. “I worked hard.  
Even on Sundays I was going to 
work because of my low income. My 
children were not able to attend the 
government school.”

“Now we are receiving the monthly 
food parcels, which are helping a  
lot. My daughters are regularly 
attending school. As a family we are 
attending church and set aside one 
day for the Lord. Our family spiritual 
life has improved.” 

Barnabas Fund is currently feeding 
133 impoverished Christian families 
in Bangladesh.

Project reference 75-1042Project reference 04-1090 Project reference 26-895

bible: “gift  
from God”

“When my family and I became 
Christians, there were only three 
Christian families in our village, said 
Maung Je, from the Kachin minority 
group in Burma (Myanmar). “There 
were no Bibles. We just prayed and 
encouraged each other through the 
Word of God received from a visiting 
pastor. When we worshipped God we 
really felt joyful.”  

Eventually they acquired some New 
Testaments in Burmese. But Kachin 
is their mother tongue and they 
struggled to understand them. Maung 
Je said, “We prayed for a Bible in our 
own language.”

Last year their prayers were 
answered when Barnabas funded 
the transporting of 45,000 Kachin 
Bibles and 10,000 Lisu study Bibles 
into Burma, as already reported. 
Barnabas is continuing to provide 
Bibles for Christians in Burma. 

Maung Je concluded, “This is a great 
gift from God.”  

“home” for 
congregation

A congregation’s twelve-year-long 
fervent prayer in Kyrgyzstan was 
answered last year with help from 
Barnabas Fund. 

The impoverished congregation’s 
savings, combined with Barnabas 
Fund’s contribution, was enough 
to buy a building that, after some 
repairs, will become their place of 
worship and ministry.

Previously, the 40 members, mainly 
converts from Islam, had been 
evicted three times from rented 
premises; their “crime” – leading 
Muslims to Christ. 

The pastor said, “We live in a region 
where Islam is very strong and this 
building will be as a home for us 
Christians, where we can find comfort 
and encouragement from each other.”

£17,063 for transporting 
bibles into burma 
(US$25,926; €21,798)

£14,364 for monthly food in 
bangladesh for six months
(US$22,548; €18,147)

£5,514 for church building in 
kyrgyzstan
(US$8,652; €6,963)

This Kachin Christian can now read the 
Bible in his own language

Pronony’s family now can enjoy the 
Lord’s Day of rest

The congregation can meet freely  
in this building
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Subash (second left) and his fellow boarders now know they are  
valuable in God’s sight

Christians in this South-East Asian country now have hope for a better future

Pastor “Iskandar,” pictured with his daughter, has endured repeated 
persecution for his faith

2

3

1



 
Medical help for 
tortured pastor

1 Without help from Barnabas 
Fund, pastor “Iskandar,” a 

convert from Islam in Central Asia, 
would have gone without essential 
medical treatment after police 
torture for owning a Bible. 

Iskandar was about to take part 
in a Barnabas-funded Bible seminar. 
But when the organisers heard 
about his injuries, they used a small 
surplus from the seminar funding to 
pay his medical fees. 

He was treated in the capital city 
because local doctors had refused 
help upon discovering who had 
perpetrated the injuries. 

For three days the police had 
tortured Iskandar at a police station 
after arresting him in December 
2013 when they found a Bible and 
two sermons during a raid on his 
home. After beating him, the Police, 
and pressurised him to reject Christ 
and write false charges against 
other church leaders. When he 
refused, they undressed him and 
exposed him to outside minus 25°C 
temperatures.

After his release, a local  
television programme slandered 
Iskandar’s family, who have all 
converted to Christianity. Their 
community turned against the 
family and Iskandar lost his job at 
the local bazaar.

history of persecution
Sadly, this has been just one of the 
chapters in the persecution that 
Iskandar’s family has endured. 

The family was recovering from 
repaying exorbitant fines levied a few 
years earlier. Iskandar, his mother 
and a sister, together with 13 other 
Christians, had been arrested for 
taking part in an illegal religious 
gathering and Bible reading. All had 
refused pressure to reject Christ.

And when still at school, the 
principal had paraded Iskandar 
before the entire school population 
belittling him for betraying the 
religion of their forefathers.

Despite all this, Iskandar remains 
firm in his faith. The medical 
treatment made a great difference, 
but the sight of one of his eyes could 
not be restored. 
 

 
God’s precious 

children

2 Subash’s life in India has changed 
completely since boarding at 

a loving, Christian hostel that is 
supported by Barnabas Fund.

With the staff’s patient guidance, 
Subash’s studies have taken off and 
he has consistently passed each year’s 
annual exams. He is also happily 
participating in extracurricular 
activities organised by the local church 
and hostel, such as Bible competitions, 
and worship through song and dance. 
In an inter-school song competition, 
he even won third prize. 

This is a far cry from what his 
life was at home. After his mother 
died, he dropped out of school. As 
a Christian in Kandhamal district, 
Orissa State, he was exposed to 
harassment and discrimination at 
the hand of extremist Hindus. And 
he personally experienced the severe 
persecution of the anti-Christian 
riots that broke out across district in 
August 2008. This discrimination 
and violence had reduced his family 
to extreme poverty and had stamped 
a sense of inferiority on Subash’s 
mind and heart.

But like the other 39 Christian 
boys at the hostel, all of whom have 
experienced poverty and persecution, 
Subash has now learnt that he is 
one of God’s precious children. The 
churches that the boys hail from have 
noticed the spiritual change in the 
boys. They now see in them a future 
generation of church leaders.

 
release from 
poverty trap

3 “Sarah” is one of the main forces 
behind a productive fish farm 

and Bible school in a South-East 
Asia country where Christians are 
severely persecuted. She is one of 
five staff members whose salaries 
Barnabas Fund paid last year and 
manages the main production group 
and Bible school’s training centre.

Like all involved in the project, 
Sarah comes from an extremely 
impoverished background. Her 
people group experience severe 
persecution for their faith.

Her hard work and excellent 
leadership are inspirational for twelve 
young Christians who, with support 
from Barnabas Fund, lived at the 
farm for one year to acquire skills in 
sustainable fish rearing and immerse 
themselves in basic Bible training. 

Under Sarah’s leadership last year 
250 to 350 impoverished Christian 
families in the area were also helped, 
with funding from Barnabas, to  
start and sustain their own small fish 
farm businesses. 

She intentionally curbed last year’s 
growth production of the farm. This 
way the day-to-day work remained 
manageable, leaving enough time for 
Biblical studies. It also means that the 
business avoided too much scrutiny 
from the anti-Christian authorities. 

The farm has already made an 
enormously positive impact on the 
Christian lives they touch, and there 
are plans to impact many more. 
Barnabas Fund is continuing to 
support the project.

bringing hope, transforming lives

Project reference XX-1174  

£2,980 for fish farm   
(US$4,677; €3,775)

Project reference 00-113 (Convert Fund)

£510 for medical help for pastor
(US$800; €646)
£1,375 for bible study seminar  
(US$2,156; €1,741)

Project reference 21-1068

£1,952 for boys’ hostel in 
kandhamal, orissa State  
(US$3,062; €2,471))
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In 
1900 Christians 
constituted around 
32% of Ottoman 
Turkey’s population. 
Just 27 years later 
the figure was down 
to about 1.8%.

In early 1915, a fatwa was issued 
against non-Muslims in the Ottoman 
Empire. Muslims were called to fight the 
Christian minorities with whom they 
had been living as neighbours, albeit not 
on equal or necessarily peaceful terms. 
Many refused to take part, but those 
who did inflicted colossal suffering and 
destruction on the Armenian, Greek and 
Assyrian Christians. 

It is thought that over 1.5 million 
Armenians, up to 750,000 Assyrians 
and up to 1.5 million Greeks – men, 
women and children – were killed in 
the state-sanctioned genocide over a 30-
year period; yet their tragic loss is barely 
remembered today. The Armenians’ 
Golgotha and the Assyrians’ Seyfo 
(“sword”) is a forgotten genocide against 
forgotten peoples.

background 
As the Ottoman Empire began to 
crumble in the late 1800s, the Sultan 
introduced new reforms to try to 
prevent the Empire’s non-Muslim 
minorities from seceding; the reforms 
supposedly provided religious equality, 
thus appeasing religious minorities. 
However, the Turks lost lands in 
the Balkans after Russia intervened 
to protect Slavic Christians from 
Ottoman brutality in Europe in the 
1877-78 Russo-Turkish war. This loss 
of territory led to a change in Ottoman 
tactics: violent suppression of the 
non-Muslim subjects they feared were 
wanting to secede.

Armenians, Assyrians and Greek 
Christians had been treated as 
second-class citizens for centuries, in 
accordance with Islamic sharia law, but 
they had also suffered, unprotected, 

from Turkish and Kurdish raids. As 
they began to campaign for their rights, 
Sultan Abdul Hamid II dealt with them 
“not by reform but by blood.”¹

In 1894-1896 organised massacres 
against Christians took place, 
during which as many as 300,000 
Armenians died. Many Christians 
believed their best chance of escaping 
Ottoman dominion was by appealing 
to “Christian” powers in the West and 
Russia. Bar sending warnings - which 
went unheeded - and some aid provided 
by Western Christian missionaries,  
no help came. 

By 1913, the Young Turks had come 
to power and begun adopting a new 
policy whereby the Ottoman Empire no 
longer accepted multiple ethnicities and 
religions; the militaristic leadership 
opted to force “Turkish”, subsequently 
Muslim, homogeneity on all its subjects. 

the “armenian question”
The former Christian kingdom of 
Armenia had become part of the 
Ottoman Empire in the 16th century, 
located in its north-eastern corner. 
Armenian people were a significant 
minority and lived throughout the 
Empire, making them a perceived 
threat. In late 1914, extermination 
became the authorities’ extreme answer 
to the so-called “Armenian question”.

Though many Armenians fought 
for the Empire in the First World War, 

the government chose to systematically 
disarm and kill Armenian soldiers. 
Some were murdered in public squares 
or by using the Islamic method for 
slaughtering animals: tied-up, put on 
their backs and throats slit. On 24 
April 1915 authorities arrested and 
later executed Armenian intellectuals 
and leaders.

Christians were freighted by train 
or forced to walk hundreds of miles 
without provisions to concentration 
camps in the Syrian Desert for 
“manual labour”. Only one quarter of 
all deportees survived the exposure, 
starvation, violent attacks and other 
abuses to reach their destinations, 
whereupon many were murdered in 
organised killings. Those who tried to 
protect Armenians often met the same 
end. Killing units in Deir al-Zor smashed 
children against rocks, mutilated adults 
with swords, and burned people alive. 
Some 200,000 Armenians converted 
to Islam in order to be spared. In 
1915 alone, approximately 800,000 
Armenians were killed.

the assyrian Seyfo
Assyrians, a much smaller minority in the 
Ottoman Empire, comprising Assyrian, 
Syriac and Chaldean Christians, suffered 
the same experiences as the Armenians.  
In Van and Diyarbakir provinces, over 
140,000 Assyrians were killed. 

The attacks against the Assyrians 
began on a relatively small scale, but 
after the Assyrians had joined with 
the Russians in 1915 to try to help 
liberate the Armenians in Van, they 
were subjected to a level of violence 
that almost annihilated them. Many 
Assyrians fled to Persia (Iran) but 
were persecuted by both Persians and 
Kurds, obliging them to move again to 
Hamadan, northern Persia, in 1918; this 
retreat led to the deaths and kidnappings 
of one third of their people. Their road 
became littered with the bodies of those 

1915 In memoriam
 

REMEMBERING ThE 
FoRGoTTEN GENoCIdE 

Common scenes of the Armenian genocide in spring and summer 1915.  
Image Source: Wikipedia, Henry Morgenthau
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who were starved, exhausted, diseased, 
or slaughtered by Turks, Persians and 
Kurds en route.

We have lost by death and murder 
more than 12,000 souls…  Unspeakably 
shameful acts were done to five-year-
old girls by Persians. We have collected 
from Moslem villages more than 100 
women who have been changed to 
Mahomedans and their husbands 
murdered in their sight.  
(Letter from the Rev. Gabriel Alexander, 
dated 6 August 1915, published in The 
Times, 9 October 1915 ²)

Greek Genocide
Ottoman Greeks have been described 
as the “first victims of the nationalising 
idea.”³ They lived in Anatolia, 
especially near the Black Sea. In 1914 
plans were made to relocate them 
to Greece in exchange for Muslims 
from the Balkans. The outbreak of 
World War One prevented this so, 
instead, communities were forced 
on death marches to central Anatolia 
under the guise of strategic military 
manoeuvring or made to perform 
manual labour. Muslim boycotts of 
Greek businesses were authorised 
by officials, and Christian properties 

were given to Muslims. An Australian 
newspaper reported:

Several Greeks at Marsivan were 
compelled to dig a trench as a 
grave before they were shot. Greek 
women were given the alternatives of 
embracing the Islam religion or death. 
They refused to change their religion. 
Their lives were spared, but they were 
left to the mercy of the soldiers and 
compelled to accompany the troops 
on a long march. Some fell exhausted, 
and were abandoned with their babies. 
(Published in The Argus, Melbourne,  
3 August 1915 ⁴)

Unlike most men, women and 
children were often given the option of 
converting to Islam. Those that refused 
were treated very harshly or killed.

aftermath
Turkey continued to rid itself of all 
Christians. Thousands of Ottoman 
Greeks died and more fled as Turkish 
armies sought reprisals on Christian 
populations following Greece’s failed 
invasion, 1919-1922. Armenians 
continued to be massacred, deported, 
or forced to flee, even after the 
Republic of Armenia was established 

in May 1918. Protection came when 
the Red Army brought Armenia 
under Soviet control in 1920.  The 
Armenian diaspora exists all around the  
world today. 

Assyrians were expelled and forced 
to live in refugee camps in the southern 
Caucasus, though some women and 
children remained as slaves. They were 
to experience further massacres just ten 
years later in Iraq.

The psychological impact and 
immense suffering of these peoples, who 
so nearly came to complete destruction, 
continues today. This year 2015 marks the 
100th anniversary of the single worst year 
of the genocide. Armenians remember 
especially 24 April 1915, the day on 
which their intellectuals and leaders were 
destroyed, the day on which, they say, 
“our head was cut off”. Their sufferings 
have, for the most part, been forgotten, 
Turkey has never admitted responsibility, 
and, worst of all, the Christian presence 
in the Middle East is yet again in danger 
of eradication, this time at the hands of 
the Islamic State militants.

¹ Ronald Grigor Suny, “Religion, Ethnicity and 
Nationalism: Armenians, Turks, and the End 
of the Ottoman Empire,” in Omer Bartov and 
Phyllis Mack, eds, In God’s Name: Genocide and 
Religion in the Twentieth Century (New York, 
Berghahn Books, 2001), p. 41
² www.atour.com/history/london-
times/20000803a.html (Viewed 19 Dec 2014)
³ Morgenthau, H The Murder of a Nation  
(New York, Armenian General Benevolent  
Union of America Inc., 1974) 
⁴ "ARMENIAN ATROCITIES" in The Argus 
(Melbourne, Victoria) 3 Aug 1915: 7 
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All will succumb, whether to hunger, to 
exhaustion, to sunstroke, or to other 
causes… These unfortunate people are 
being sent to their death… It is truly a… 
device to exterminate whole populations 
– report from the Greek Vice-Consul in Konya, 
Turkey, 6 August 1915

Relief burdens are still heavy, and it is hard, 
to know what is the least that we can do 
for the sake of the Christians – letter from a 
Christian doctor about Assyrians in Persia The New 
York Times, 18 September 1916

then
One century ago, Christians were at the 
fore in petitioning Western governments 
to act on behalf of persecuted Christians 
in the Middle East, yet little was done 
to prevent the ongoing genocide. Many 
Armenians, Assyrians and other Christians 
continued to die in massacres, or from lack 
of essential aid.  (See pages 8-9.)

now
Christians in Iraq and Syria are suffering 
unbelievably at the hand of Islamist 
militant groups such as Islamic State (IS). 
Since June 2014, IS has displaced up to 
200,000 Iraqi Christians. They have killed, 
forcefully converted to Islam or enslaved 
many others.  Christianity’s presence in the 
Middle East is once again under threat.

act
Please join with Barnabas as we appeal 
to those in power today.  With today’s 
modern communications, it is far 
easier than it was a century ago to alert 
governments to the plight of Middle 
Eastern Christians. Write a letter to 
your elected representative to urge your 
government to act on their behalf.   

A polite letter written in your own words 

will be the most effective, but if you 

prefer you can use the example given 

here. A letter sent by post will be more 

effective than an email. But any 

letter sent by any method will help.

UK readers can find their local MP’s details at the following website:  www.parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-your-mp/contacting-your-mp

Dear  [your elected representative’s name here],

I am writing to you concerning the situation 
of persecuted Christians and other minorities 
in Iraq and in Syria. In 1915 Western powers 
were aware of a massacre taking place against 
Armenians, Assyrians and other Christians 
by the Ottoman Turks, yet little was done to 
prevent the genocide in which up to 3.75 million Christians died over a 
30-year period. An estimated 800,000 Armenians were killed in 1915 
alone. Today, as Islamist militants seize territory and target members 
of religious minorities, Christian communities are again facing likely 
extinction. I am asking you to advocate on their behalf. Please stop 
history from repeating itself. 

please bring this concern before the appropriate department, and 
encourage the government to:

 ● intervene actively to protect 
Christians and other minorities 
in Iraq from ethnic-religious 
cleansing, persecution and terror; 

 ● allow Christian refugees into our 
country and take active steps to 
promote humanitarian asylum 
and a positive welcome;

 ● support and give humanitarian 
aid to Christians in the Middle 
East and to provide assistance to 
those fleeing as refugees. 

Please respond to this 
letter letting me know what 
you have done to promote 
measures to support 
persecuted Christians in 
the Middle East. Thank you 
for your time. I look forward 
to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely, 
[Your name here]

In the UK,  
you can write  
to your MP at: 
house of Commons
westminster 
London, Sw1A 0AA

Stop history 
repeatInG ItSelF

Please submit your Save the 

Christians of the Middle East 

petition sheets by 30 April. Order 

petition forms from your nearest 

Barnabas office or download from  

www.barnabasfund.org/MEpetition. 

So far we have received over 20,750 

signatures worldwide.

Displaced Christians in Iraqi Kurdistan

URGENT Petition Deadline:  
30 April 2015
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DAWA THROUGH   
INDIVIDUAL CONVERSIONS

The Islamic Strategy for  
Reshaping the Modern World
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Islam can attract women if they are told only 
how important the family is in Muslim culture and 
not how vulnerable they would be under sharia law. 
African American women in particular are often 
attracted to Islam by the image of the Muslim man 
as protector and provider, keeping the women and 
children safe from violence and poverty.

An effective argument that gains many converts 
in Africa is the claim that Christianity is the “white 
man’s religion”, whereas Islam is the proper religion 
for black people. The same argument is used in the 
Caribbean, amongst African Americans, and even 
amongst the Aboriginal people of Australia.

Conversion: 
a one-way 

street

There is, however, no necessity for converts to be 
genuinely convinced of the truth of Islam. It is 
enough that they choose – for whatever reason 
– to repeat the Islamic creed and call themselves 
Muslims. Because of the Islamic apostasy law and its 
death sentence for those who leave Islam, conversion 
to Islam is effectively a one-way street. Those who 
become disillusioned rarely dare to re-convert away 
from Islam (except perhaps secretly in their hearts). 

Another advantage for Muslim mission is the 
Islamic teaching that children of a Muslim are 
automatically deemed to be Muslims too, so in a 
mixed marriage the non-Muslim parent has no say 
in the religious upbringing of the children.

other 
methods of 
Conversion

 

MATERIAL INduCEMENTS
Material inducements are part of the wide variety 
of methods used by da‘ees. In Africa with its 
traditional pagan religions as a backdrop, where 
many Christians are very poor and have little 
understanding of their faith, material inducements 
can play an important part in persuading them to 
leave one monotheistic religion for another. They 
might be offered money, a car, a flat, or a job. 
Children in a Muslim-majority area of Uganda 
have been offered “sweets, clothes, scholastic 
materials and many other basic needs with the aim 
of converting them to Islam”.

Conversion 
by  

ConviCtion

Many Muslim missionaries (da‘ees) are active 
around the world in dawa amongst non-Muslims, 
seeking to gain individual converts to Islam. Da‘ees 
are taught to be mindful of the sensitivities of the 
people being addressed and to vary their methods 
according to cultural context. The United Kingdom 
Islamic Mission advises:

 ● The Islamic message should be made relevant to 
the particular society in which one is working. 

 ● The Islamic message should be presented using 
language and terminology easily understood 
by the people being addressed, in a reasonable, 
convincing and friendly way.

 ● The Islamic message should not be forced on 
people; rather a dialogue and social interaction 
at a deeper level should be established. 

PERSuASIvE REASoNS
Many people convert to Islam because they are 
attracted by its teachings, traditions and practices. 
These can be presented in one-to-one discussions, 
public debates, literature, and on the internet. Islam 
can be seen as easier to follow than its usual rival, 
Christianity, in that there is more emphasis on 
external rules and less on the challenging question 
of what is going on in the believer’s heart. It does not 
have hard-to-imagine doctrines such as the Trinity 
or the incarnation. Many Westerners are also drawn 
to mystical Islam (Sufism).

Islamic gender roles can appeal to some.  One 
example is African American men who have 
lived in a culture of matriarchal dominance 
and are wrestling with pain, rage and the desire 
to rediscover and reclaim the lost essence of 
manhood. For such individuals, Islam offers 
dignity, significance and the renewal of masculine 
identity.  Islam can also appeal to angry and 
frustrated young men, especially those in prison 
in Western countries, who gladly embrace a 
religion that gives them permission to be violent 
and to seek to destroy the hated authorities who 
took away their liberty. In Africa, where traditional 
pagan religions allow polygamy, the sharia rule 
that permits a man to have four wives can be an 
important factor in converting men to Islam. In 
Georgia, a predominantly Orthodox Christian 
nation, Muslim missionaries are winning mainly 
male converts with the message that Islam is the 
religion for strong people and Christianity the 
religion for weak people.
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In Cambodia, converts to Islam are reported to be 
paid US$1,000 to convert, part of which is to enable 
them to buy a Quran. They are also paid a monthly 
sum of US$30 to $50 for a while after conversion.

In another south-east Asian country, Christians 
are often given houses, monthly allowances and 
other privileges if they become Muslims. Reports 
suggest that a government-
backed dawa movement is 
using “intimidation, threat, 
deception and inducements” 
to win Muslim converts. In a 
particularly poor district, a 
group of 64 illiterate Christians 
were tricked into converting to 
Islam. They were told that the 
government was giving them 
each £160 (US$240), which 
they had to collect from the 
district council office. When 
they arrived on 1 January 
2014, they were not taken to 
the town hall but to a nearby 
mosque where each was given 
£20 (US$30) and asked to 
put their thumb print on a document. Then they 
were told to stand in a line and recite some “foreign 
words”. They did not realise they had been converted 
to Islam until they got back to their villages and 
showed the document to their church leaders.

The offer of education in an Islamic school is a 
great draw for families too poor to afford any other 
kind of education for their children, and is much 
used in Africa. Sometimes the family must attend 
prayers at the mosque before their child is eligible 
to attend the school. In other cases education is 
offered without strings attached. In some remote 
rural areas of south-east Asia, many free Islamic 
schools are being set up to serve the Christians; it is 
reported that some actually pay the children “pocket 
money” to attend. Fee-paying Christian schools 
cannot compete. Not surprisingly many youngsters 
attending these Islamic schools are influenced 
by their Muslim teachers. Some little girls from 
Christian families have gone home after school and 
asked their mothers to buy them Islamic headscarves 
and rebuked their parents for praying the wrong way.

Another method is to arrange for students to 
live amongst Muslims. Africa has many orphans, 
and some are given free places at Islamic boarding 
schools. Top students may be given scholarships to 
attend universities in countries such as Pakistan or 
Saudi Arabia. Many become radical Muslims by the 
time they complete their degrees.

Free health care is another way in which converts 
to Islam are won in Africa, where HIV/AIDS, 
tuberculosis, malaria and a host of other diseases 
are common, and infant mortality is high. In many 
parts of the continent health care is expensive or of 
poor quality, but Islamic clinics offering excellent 
care are being set up. These are located especially 
in non-Muslim rural areas and sometimes have 

mosques attached to them. The patient will often 
not be treated unless he or she converts to Islam. In 
Burundi, Muslim clinics offer free maternity care 
if the mother promises to bring up her baby as a 
Muslim. The new-borns are often registered with 
Islamic names by the hospital.

In cases of natural or human disasters, when 
people have lost everything or 
have been displaced, Islamic 
charities and humanitarian 
organisations often favour 
Muslims when distributing 
aid. After the 2004 Indian 
Ocean tsunami, Indonesian 
Christians in the strongly 
Islamic province of Aceh 
were refused aid unless they 
converted to Islam. In the 
African Great Lakes region 
of Rwanda, Burundi and the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, refugees returning 
home who have lost everything 
through war or famine are 
often given houses, land and 

businesses by Muslim groups if they convert to 
Islam. Some parts of Africa are permanently in a 
situation of food insecurity, giving scope for the 
continued use of such methods. In Malawi, some 
people had to accept and put on Islamic clothes in 
order to be eligible for food aid.

TARGETING NoN-MuSLIM 
GIRLS ANd woMEN

Marriage is used in a variety of ways to gain converts 
to Islam. It is assumed in Islam that the religion of a 
couple will be decided by the husband. Muslim men, 
who can have up to four wives simultaneously, are 
therefore able to make converts by the simple and 
attractive method of marrying non-Muslim women. 
In many places it seems that Christian young women 
will quite readily marry a Muslim man who charms 
and woos them. 

Churches in one part of south-east Asia estimate 
that around 15-20% of their young people marry 
Muslims. Not only the Christian girls but even 
some of the Christian boys are marrying Muslims 
and converting to Islam. The churches believe that 
there is a deliberate strategy by their government 
to post newly qualified single teachers, one Muslim 
man and one Christian woman, to serve together in 
remote and isolated schools in jungle areas, in the 
hope that they will fall in love and marry.

In south India, young Muslim men are reported 
to be deliberately luring women from other religions 
into marriage and forcing them to convert to Islam.¹

It is reported from many African countries that 
Muslim men are paid a sum of money for each 
Christian woman they marry or at least impregnate; 
if they manage to marry a pastor’s daughter, their 
financial reward can be greater. In one three-
month period at Iganga High School in Uganda, 

Because of the  
Islamic apostasy law 
and its death sentence 
for those who leave 
Islam, conversion to 
Islam is effectively 
a one-way street
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the attack. A 2011 report from Egypt revealed an 
organised operation based at the Fatah Mosque in 
Alexandria to compromise young Coptic Christian 

girls who then flee their homes 
and convert to Islam to escape 
their shame.  This is described 
as a systematic “religious call” 
(i.e. dawa) plan.

… young Muslim males in 
high school and university 
are urged to approach 
Coptic girls in the 9-15 age 
group and manipulate them 
through sexual exploitation 
and blackmail. The plan, 
called “operation soaking 
lupin beans” (small dried 
beans, soaked until they 

grow in size and then eaten raw) aims at 
sexually compromising Christian girls, 
defiling them and humiliating them in front 
of their parents, thereby forcing them to flee 
their homes, and use conversion to Islam as 
a “solution” for their problems.²

Willing marriage is one of the most successful ways 
in which white Western women (young and old) are 
converted to Islam, typically having been courted by 
a handsome young Arab or African.  The wife and 
children are considered Muslims for ever.
 

¹ Sudha Ramachandran, “India lost in ‘love jihad’”, Asia Times 
Online, 28 October 2009,  
www.atimes.com/South_Asia/KJ28Df05.html  
(Viewed 12 May 2014).

² Mary Abdelmassih, “Egyptian Muslim Ring Uses Sexual 
Coercion to Convert Christian Girls: Report”, Assyrian Christian 
News Agency, 13 July 2011,  
www.aina.org/news/20110712201559.htm  
(Viewed 9 May 2014).
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twelve Christian girls, three of them the daughters 
of pastors, were made pregnant by Muslim boys; 
the boys were reported to have been paid £30 
($50) for each Christian 
girl they impregnated. 
The customary bride price 
required in many parts of 
Africa is often cripplingly 
high and can greatly delay 
or even prevent marriages 
amongst Christians. This 
makes it easier for well-
financed Muslim men to 
marry Christian women.

Pakistan and Egypt both 
have large minorities of very 
poor Christians and a culture in 
which it is extremely shameful 
for a girl not to marry young. 
But if the impoverished Christian families cannot 
afford the small sum needed for a simple wedding 
celebration and the few items needed to set up home 
together, the girls remain single. When a wealthier 
Muslim family then offers their son in marriage, some 
Christian families see this as the way to save their 
daughter from the dishonour of staying unmarried.

There are also many appalling cases, in both 
Pakistan and Egypt, of non-Muslim girls being 
raped, kidnapped, and forcibly married to Muslim 
men; often they are tricked or forced to convert to 
Islam. Although these practices are illegal both in 
sharia and in the national laws of the two countries, 
the authorities generally turn a blind eye to them 
and do little or nothing to intervene. A report by the 
Asian Human Rights Commission in 2012 estimated 
1,000 such cases a year in Pakistan, involving 700 
Christian and 300 Hindu girls.

The number of such cases in Egypt increased 
following the 2011 “Arab Spring”, and it was reported 
that over 500 Christian girls had been abducted 
in little more than two years since January 2011. 
The attacks are often carefully planned and may 
involve drugging the girl or arranging to have a 
third person get to know and befriend her before 

In Africa Christians 
might be offered 
money, a car, a flat, 
or a job if they agree 
to convert to Islam
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Former persecutors rebuild  
Christian homes in Orissa

As Indian Christians continue to rebuild their 
homes in Orissa state, with assistance from 
Barnabas Fund, one group has been greatly 
encouraged to receive help from the very 
people who destroyed their homes in the first 
place, back in 2007-8. 

Barnabas Fund’s partners on the ground 
in Orissa report that many Hindus have 
apologised to the Christians for participating 
in the anti-Christian riots. Having admitted 
to being under the influence of alcohol as well 
as being enticed by external parties, some of 
these individuals not only apologised but also 
helped personally in the reconstruction of 
the Christian homes as masons or skilled/un-

skilled labourers. Believers in the area have 
told Barnabas Fund partners that they are 
touched by these repentant works and that 
they are encouraged by seeing how the Lord 
has changed the hearts of their persecutors.

In August 2008 India experienced the 
worst outbreak of anti-Christian violence 
since its independence 60 years earlier, as 
Hindu extremists launched numerous assaults 
against Christians in Kandhamal District, 
in the state of Orissa. This followed a similar 
attack in late 2007. These attacks left roughly 
60,000 Christians without homes. 

Specifically within the Kandhamal District, 
around 400 villages suffered violence at 
the hands of Hindu extremists: at least 91 
Christians lost their lives while around 18,000 
were left injured. Many were forced into 
the wild when fleeing their attackers. Such 
displacements led to further casualties, as 
countless individuals were left exposed to the 
dangers and hardships of Orissa’s jungle.  

Six years later Kandhamal District is still 
recovering from the attacks, and Barnabas 
is helping by funding the reconstruction or 
repair of over 1300 houses.  

South Sudan microfinance women have 
enough to help victim of violence 

Eva’s story is one of perseverance and 
encouragement. In 2013 Eva applied to 
receive a microfinance loan from a South 
Sudanese ministry supported by Barnabas 
Fund. Such applicants are put in groups to 
encourage one another and given regular 
training. Upon opening their business, they 
are expected to pay back the loan including 
interest, which is used to generate funds for 
new projects. Eva received her loan in April 
2013 and opened a restaurant in Juba.

Eva’s husband is a farmer, so she was able 
to use some of their crops as ingredients and 
stock for her restaurant. Eva’s business was 
doing well, as last year’s harvest was relatively 
large, which gave her the opportunity to sell a 
wide variety of foods such as tea, meat, beans, 
porridge, and local foods such as keesara.  Eva 
was prompt with her repayments and persistent 
in pursuing her goals. 

However, when a violent civil conflict broke 
out in December 2013, Eva’s spirit was crushed 
as her restaurant was ransacked by looters 

during the skirmish. Left without a means to 
provide for her family or repay her loan, the 
once hopeful Eva became desperate and broken.  

Seeing this desperate situation, Safyia , 
a friend of Eva’s, rallied the members of her 
microfinance group to help Eva. Because each 
woman had a business through the microfinance 
programme, they were able to give something, 
allowing Eva to pay back her loan and open 
another small restaurant. Just as Paul commends 
the Church in Galatia to “Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfil the law 
of Christ” (Galatians 6:2), Safyia and her friends 
bore Eva’s burden: a true example of Gospel love.  
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One of the new houses for Christians made 
homeless by violence in Orissa, India 

Eva cooking in her new restaurant

The Lord is doing  
amazing things in the 
lives of persecuted 
Christians, despite the 
difficulties they face. 
here are just a few of the 
ways in which he has 
blessed our brothers  
and sisters recently.
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Thousands of Christians in north-
eastern Nigeria have been fleeing 
from Boko Haram, whose attacks are 
increasing, as they continue to expand 
their caliphate.

A video released by the militants on 
20 December shows gunmen shooting 
civilians in what they claimed to be a 
school in Bama, Borno State. “Infidels” 
(non-believers, mainly Christians) 
were targeted. 

Boko Haram, whose name means 
“Western education is forbidden”, 
frequently target schools as well as 
Christians and security forces. A 
suicide bomb attack on a Christian 
school in Mubi left 47 people dead on 
10 November. On 18 December two 
schools in Gwoza were the scenes of 

killings against elderly people.
State capital cities in Yobe and 

Borno were also attacked on 1 
December, and on 29 November the 
Christian-majority town of Shani was 
raided by the Islamists. Four days 

earlier Damassak town, Borno state, 
had also been captured.

Around 700,000 people have 
been internally displaced in northern 
Nigeria and at least 141,800 are 
refugees in neighbouring countries.

On 4 November 2014, Shehzad Masih 
and his pregnant wife Shama Bibi 
were beaten and then thrown alive 
into a brick kiln furnace by a Muslim 
mob in the village of Chak 59, near 
Kot Radha Kishan (approximately 60 
kilometres from Lahore). 

Shama was accused of burning 
pages from the Qur'an. After incited 
by the mullah of a local mosque, 
a 600-strong mob gathered and 
attacked them. The couple, parents 

of three, were paraded naked and 
beaten with clubs until their legs 
were fractured and could no longer 
walk. Then they were thrown into  
the furnace. 

Local media later explained that 
Shama was illiterate and could not have 
known that she was burning pages 
from the Qur’an, if the incident indeed 
took place. Some reports suggest that 
the accusation may have originated 
from a financial dispute with their 
employer over a loan. Defiling the 
Qur’an carries a mandatory sentence 
of life imprisonment in Pakistan. 

Christian couple 
burned alive

Christians and  
non-Muslims murdered  
in revenge attacksPAkISTAN

kENyA

NIGERIA

shama was illiterate and 
could not have known that 
she was burning pages 
from the Qur’an, if the 
incident indeed took place.

Shama Bibi (left) and Shahzad Masih 
were beaten and burned alive by a mob

Two attacks against non-Muslims 
by the Islamist militant group al-
Shabaab have resulted in the deaths of 
64 people, predominantly Christians.

On 2 December, 36 stone quarry 
workers in Mandera County were shot 
or beheaded by around 50 assailants, 
who stormed the camp where the 
workers were sleeping. 

Peter Nderitu, who hid himself 
during the attack, heard the militants 
separate Muslims from non-Muslims 

by making them recite the Islamic 
creed, the shahada. Many Muslims 
believe that when a non-Muslim 
recites the shahada they have 
converted to Islam. Non-Muslims, 
most of whom were Christians, were 
then shot in the head. Four victims 
were found beheaded.

Preceding this attack, a deadly 

assault took place on 22 November on 
a bus travelling to Nairobi in which 28 
Christians were targeted and killed.

Sixty passengers were on the bus 
when it was raided by al-Shabaab 
militants. The gunmen first separated 
out those who looked Somali 
(presumably on the assumption they 
were all Muslims). They then forced 
the remaining passengers to recite 
the shahada and shot those who were 
unable or unwilling to do so.

The two attacks followed a raid by 
Kenyan police on three mosques in 
the city of Mombasa thought to be 
recruiting Islamic militants; the police 
found weapons, jihadi literature and 
a flag linked to al-Shabaab. Thirteen 
Muslims have now been charged for 
the illegal weapons and police have 
closed one of the mosques.

Christians in danger as  
Boko Haram attacks increase

the militants separated muslims from non-muslims  
by making them recite the islamic creed

boko haram… frequently 
target schools as well  
as Christians
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On 4 November a group of Hindu 
radicals Bajrang Dal activists attacked a 
meeting of eight Christians at a church 
in the village of Kotla in Madhya 
Pradesh. After stripping and beating 
the Christians, the radicals brought 
them to the police. The Hindu group 
accused the Christians of planning 
forced conversions. The Christians 
were arrested and refused bail.

On 19 November Basuki Tjahaja 
Purnama was inaugurated as the 
Governor of Jakarta, Indonesia. 
Succeeding the recently elected 
Indonesian president, Joko Widodo, 
Mr Purnama is the first Christian to 
govern Indonesia’s capital city in 50 
years. This is a watershed event in 
Indonesian politics, as Indonesia  
has the largest Muslim population  
in the world. 

A mob of 200 people assaulted two 
pastors who had been conducting 
a baptism service for Christian 
converts from Islam on 9 November 
in Lalmonirhat, Bangladesh. When 
the police arrived, both pastors were 
arrested due to complaints from local 
imams that they forced Muslims to 
convert. At the time of writing, both 
pastors are awaiting trial. 

Pakistan Christian, Elishba Bibi, was 
stripped, beaten and left unconscious 
in the street by two Muslim brothers 
whose family employed her as a 
maid.  The attack took place on 16 
November 2014 in Rana Town located 
in the Sheikhupura district of Punjab 
province, after Elishba Bibi allegedly 
had an argument with the mother and 
sister of the assailants. The 28-year-
old mother of four was pregnant at 
the time and suffered a miscarriage 
following the incident.

Government-hired assailants are 
alleged to have been behind an attack 
at a Christian centre in Binh Duong 
Province, Vietnam, on 12 November. 
Nine of the Christians at the centre 
were arrested for not having their 
identity cards or temporary residence 
papers; the Christians, however, said 
these had already been taken from 
them by police on a previous occasion.

Christian mother, Aasia Bibi, 
undertook her last recourse in the 
Pakistani judicial system by filing an 
appeal to the country’s top court on 
24 November concerning her death 
sentence after the High Court in 
Lahore upheld the conviction on 16 
October. Accused by her co-workers 
of insulting Muhammad, Aasia Bibi 
has been on death row since 2010.

Following an appeal from his 
family, Iranian Christian Homayoun 
Shokouhi was granted conditional 
release from prison on 10 November. 
Arrested on 8 February 2012 during 
a raid on a house-church, Homayoun 
Shokouhi was sentenced to five 
years, four months imprisonment 
for charges related to practising 
Christianity. Iranian law permits 
prisoners to appeal for conditional 
release once they have served half 
of their sentence. Almost a month 
later on 9 December, Iranian Pastor 
Matthias Haghnejad and Deacon 
Silas Rabbani were cleared of all 
charges and released from prison.

Three Iranian 
Christians 
released  
from prison

Christian 
Pakistani woman 
stripped and 
beaten publicly

Vietnam 
Christians 
intimidated  
and arrested

Aasia Bibi appeals 
to Pakistan’s  
top court

Two pastors 
attacked after 
baptism service 
in Bangladesh

Christians 
attacked and 
arrested in India 

Christian 
Governor of 
Jakarta appointed

IRAN

PAkISTAN

VIETNAm

PAkISTAN

INDIA

INDoNESIA

BANGlADESh

To view our most current news  
scan this with your device

Basuki Tjahaja Purnama the first ethnic 
Chinese Governor of Jakarta 

Asia Bibi's Family 
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Islamic State  
prices and guidelines 
on female slaves

According to classical Islam, Muslims are permitted 
to have slaves, following the example of Muhammad 
who bought and sold slaves and owned at least 31. The 
four caliphs who came after Muhammad discouraged 
the enslavement of Muslims, and it was eventually 
prohibited. But the enslavement of non-Muslims 
continued apace. As the Islamic empire (caliphate) 
expanded, it became the custom for Muslim warriors 
to kill their male prisoners of war (though some might 
be kept alive for ransom) and enslave the women and 
children. Jihad provided a constant supply of non-
Muslims for slaves as new territories were subjugated.

The existence of slavery is accepted uncritically in 
the Quran. Q 33:50¹ shows that enslaving prisoners 
of war was a God-given right of Muslims who were 
fighting a jihad. These slaves were considered to be 
booty or spoils of war. In early Islam, the women were 
usually destined to be the concubines of the victorious 
warriors, in accordance with the Q 23:1-6 which allows 
Muslim men to have sexual intercourse with those 
“whom their right hands possess”.  This is now being 
replicated by Islamic State.

In the hadith, traditions from early Islam, the price 
of slaves varies according to whether they are “male or 
female, good-looking or ugly, normal or handicapped” 
Al-(Mutwatta 31.1). In a video uploaded in late 2014, 
young men in Iraq are depicted at a slave market, 
commenting that women with blue eyes may be  
more expensive.

Sharia has much to say about slaves, including detailed 
rules about owners taking slaves as wives or concubines 
(the main focus being on determining paternity and 
ownership of children born to a female slave).

Analysiss
IRAq

In  
late 2014, Islamic State (IS) 
militants published a document 
giving a price list for Christian 
and Yazidi slaves in their captured 
territories in Iraq. 

Anyone, except foreigners, who 
does not abide by the imposed 

prices is to be executed by the militants, who opted to control 
the prices after there was a “significant decrease” in the 
market for selling “women and spoils of war”. 

Afterwards, in December 2014, IS published a pamphlet 
entitled Questions and Answers on Taking Captives 
and Slaves. The document outlines IS’s interpretation of 
permissible and prohibited sharia practices in treating 
captives. It states that:

"Unbelieving [women] who were captured and brought 
into the abode of Islam are permissible to us, after the 
imam distributes them [among us]… If she is a virgin, 
[her master] can have intercourse with her immediately 
after taking possession of her. However, if she isn't, her 
uterus must be purified [first]… It is permissible to buy, 
sell, or give as a gift female captives and slaves, for they 
are merely property, which can be disposed of… It is 
permissible to have intercourse with the female slave 
who hasn't reached puberty if she is fit for intercourse; 
however if she is not fit for intercourse, then it is enough 
to enjoy her without intercourse…”

Many victims have been forced to convert to Islam. A 
Yazidi activist speaking out on the enslavements said that 
this was a deliberate strategy by IS to end the culture, religion 
and bloodline of the captives. 

It is estimated that at least 3,500 non-Muslim women 
and children are now being traded or held as slaves in Iraq. 

¹This and other Quran references in this article are from A. Yusuf Ali, The 
Holy Qur’an: Text, Translation and Commentary, Leicester: The Islamic 
Foundation, 1975. Verse numbering varies slightly between different 
translations so it may be necessary to look in the verses just before or 
just after the reference given to find the same text in another translation.

Official IS slave prices 
 ● 40 to 50-year-old woman 50,000 dinars (£27/ €34/ $43)
 ● 30 to 40-year-old woman 75,000 dinars (£40/ €51/ $64)
 ● 20 to 30-year-old woman 100,000 dinars (£54/ €68/ $84)
 ● 10 to 20-year-old girl 150,000 dinars (£80/ €102/ $128)
 ● 1 to 9-year-old male or female child 200,000 dinars  

(£107/ €136/ $170)

Behind the Headlines
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David James tells about his 
experiences as a Barnabas church 
partner and getting his home church 
in Northampton, England, on board 
for the Persecuted Church. he does it 
all without even having email!  
 

I feel totally and 
absolutely privileged to 
be in the ministry of the 
Persecuted Church. They 
can teach us so much 

about humility and things that we take 
for granted. They are exactly the same 
as you and me: they love Jesus. 

It's challenging, isn't it, when 
someone is at the end of a loaded 
gun, and he's still saying, “There's no 
way, I will not renounce Christ.” Very 
challenging and very encouraging.

Our previous vicar used to call me 
“the nuisance”. Because we are quite 
a large church, and sometimes we 
have to battle away to get time, I 
used to reply, “As long as my brothers 
and sisters are suffering, I will go on 
being a nuisance!” 

We have a bi-monthly magazine, and 
I'm always getting prayers in there 
for the Persecuted Church and also 
in our weekly notice sheet and for 
the prayer evenings. 

I think my role at the moment has 
been in making people aware.  
Before I took on the role, people  
said they didn't know what 
happened. Now I think our church  
is pretty aware about what's going on 
in the world. They call me the  
“PC man”!  

I have a wonderful church family 
and the majority of people seem to 
be very pleased that I keep them 
informed. There are always going to 
be one or two who say, “Oh no, not 
the Persecuted Church again”, but by 
and large, I really get quite a lot of 
support. I just have to keep it at the 
top of the agenda. 

I have quite of lot of ideas to raise 
money. We've done a few collections 
for Syria, and we've sponsored the 
orphans in Syria. But I have learnt 
you have to space it out. 

The main thing I'm really doing 
now is concentrating on prayer. 
Sometimes we can think, “What can 
we do over here?” Well, the power of 
prayer! Back in the summer last year, 
when Meriam Ibrahim, the  
Sudanese lady, was imprisoned, 
we got an online petition going and 
prayed for her during the services. 
I raised it in church virtually every 
week, and praise God, she was 
eventually released.

The work is very rewarding. I don't 
mean financially, but in knowing that 
we are doing something in our small 
way to help our brothers and sisters. 
Just the fact that we are supporting 
them gives me an incredible buzz.  

Praise God, He's given 
me this role. I just 
keep it bubbling under 
the surface. 

dAvId JAMES 
ensures that his church is aware of 
Christians suffering around the world

“Being a 
nuisance”  
to help our 
suffering brothers 
and sisters

We need more church partners!
Hundreds of Christians volunteer for Barnabas 
Fund in the UK, Australia, New Zealand and the 
United States. Would you like to know more about 
becoming a church partner? Have a look at:  
www.barnabasfund.org/get-involved/partnership. 
You could also scan this code with your device.
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 A Resting Place

I
stood transfixed in front of the doorway, lost in thought, 
trying to grasp what this text meant to the family who 
lived in this makeshift dwelling. This was home to a 
refugee family, and they had painted these words of 
Habakkuk on their gatefold: a poignant daily reminder 
to them as they left and re-entered their home.

In 2013 I led a team bringing food aid from 
Barnabas Fund to more than 1,000 Christian families in the 
vast Dadaab Refugee Camp near the Kenyan border with 
Somalia. It was Dr Patick Sookhdeo, the International Director 
of Barnabas Fund, who had suggested that I search the camp 
to see if there were any Christians there. These Christians had 
fled conflict and persecution in their Ethiopian homeland and 

Though the fig tree does 
not blossom, and no fruit 
is on the vines; though the 
produce of the olive fails 
and the fields yield no food; 
though the flock is cut off 
from the fold and there is no 
herd in the stalls, yet I will 
rejoice in the LORD.

 
Habakkuk 3:17-18

Canon Francis Omondi reflects on the plight  
of some of Africa’s forgotten people

FRANCIS oMoNdI
Director of the Sheepfold Ministries, Kenya

Waiting for porridge at the Dadaab refugee camp, Kenya



had settled in the harsh dry region of northern Kenya. They 
were facing biting famine, made worse by frequent attacks 
on their camps by Al-Shabaab militias. 

With no Christian communities in the region to offer 
support and fellowship, they faced enormous pressure 
to convert to Islam. Most of them had set their hopes on 
relocation to Europe or America, but the foundation of that 
hope was made of quicksand. As the days rolled on, for this 
largely-unheard of community, the 
relocation dream was fading fast. 
This song of Habakkuk, painted 
on the gatefold of this makeshift 
home, represented an unanswered 
prayer, a faint flame of hope and 
faith amid ashes of despair.  

This is our world here in 
East Africa. We have many 
unanswered questions that pour 
out in difficult places where the 
answers are not what we want to 
hear. Our faith calls us to rest in 
a wordless place beyond answers. 
And there we sing a song of hope 
with the prophet of old.

 Habakkuk was called to prophesy in the context of the 
disintegrating state of Judah, a tiny kingdom threatened 
from without by hostile neighbours and torn within by 
strife and division. Three particular issues became his 
burden: the questions of violence, evil and injustice. 

In East Africa, Christians experience great pressure 
from persecution. Journalist John Allen sees followers of 
Jesus as “indisputably… the most persecuted religious body 
on the planet”. So he writes in his latest book, The Global 
War on Christians (Random House, 2013), which cites such 
authorities as the International Society for Human Rights, 
noting that the group identifies 80 percent of religious 
freedom violations worldwide as targeting Christians. His 
observations give credence to the reports of violence recently 
committed on Christians by Muslim extremists. Extremist 
Islam appears to have unleashed a generation of young 

people devoid of conscience, imperious, relentless and cruel 
towards people of the Christian faith. We want to ask why 
God seems not to be protecting His people.

 Yet violence that exists goes wider and deeper than 
terrorism and the deadly deeds of the militias. Nelson 
Mandela once said, “Some of the greatest violence is 
committed in homes. Exploitation and abuse of women 
and of children abounds.” Not only do we see violence, 

but we see evil as well. Evil is 
at the heart of this unspeakable 
suffering that many in the 
world are experiencing. Not 
surprisingly, like Habakkuk, we 
find ourselves asking “Where is 
God in all this?”, “Why God does 
not seem to be setting things 
right?” or “Why is God so slow 
to respond?” 

 God's initial answer to 
Habakkuk disturbs him even 
more and he complains again. 
The prophet could not understand 
why God would judge a sinful 
nation (Judah) by using as his 

agent an even more sinful nation (Babylon). 
 God reminds Habakkuk of His own wisdom and strength 

and reassures him of His ultimate triumph over the wicked. 
God knew that Babylon was filled with the proud, the greedy, 
the violent, the drunk, and the idolater - and the LORD knew 
how to deal with them all.

 What is the answer? God's revelation of Himself to 
Habakkuk is instructive to us: “The Lord is in His holy temple, 
let all the earth be silent before Him” (Habakkuk 2:20). In the 
silence before God, Habakkuk begins to see current affairs 
from God’s perspective and in terms of God’s grand plan. 

 We too are called to be silent before God, to hear His 
wisdom. I do pray that in the light of ever-increasing 
perplexities of our daily lives, we will learn to be silent before 
the Lord who is in His holy temple. My prayer is that we will 
seek the wisdom of God each day as well. We need to keep 
our appointment with God, spiritually, each day. That is the 
value of knowing who we are as the community of saints, 
wherever we live.

 We need to see all our challenges in God’s eternal 
perspective. Habakkuk trusts in the One who will remember 
mercy; he places his trust in the God who saved His people 
as in generations long past. 

Habakkuk rests in a place without words or answers. It is 
a place of mystery and silence, a place in which the God who 
is and who has been his strength and salvation, will again 
lift him up to the heights. 

Can we rest in this relationship of trust? Can we bank on 
God’s faithfulness from ages past? The wordless place can 
be for us the place of trust, instead of fear. The words of the 
verse on the gate of my refugee friend:

Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the 
vines; … yet I will rejoice in the LORD. I will exult in  
the God of my salvation. God, the Lord, is my strength; he 
makes my feet like the feet of a deer, and makes me tread 
upon the heights. 

Our faith calls us to  
rest in a wordless place 
beyond answers.  
And there we sing  
a song of hope with  
the prophet of old.

An affirmation of Christian hope in the Dadaab refugee camp
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Additional tax relief for 
UK supporters who pay 
higher-rate tax
Did you know that if you pay higher-rate tax in the UK, 
you can claim additional tax relief on your charitable 
donations? You can claim back the difference between 
the basic rate of tax (20%) and the higher rates (40% 
and above) on the total gross value of your donation to 
the charity (i.e. the donation plus Gift Aid). 

If notified, H M Revenue and Customs can include the 
gross amount of all your Gift Aid payments in  your 
notice of coding, so that you can receive tax relief in 
the year that you make payments. You may be required 
to complete a Self-Assessment tax return at the end of 
the year. For more information, visit  
www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/gift-aid

An Easter gift for suffering Christians?
Every year Christians gather together to rejoice in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ; however, many Christians around the world are unable to meet in safety. In some countries, Christians are often targeted on special Christian occasions such as Easter. 

This year, as you and your church prepare to remember the suffering and sacrifice of our Saviour and His glorious resurrection, please remember also those who suffer for their faith in Him. Just as our Lord calls us to take up our cross and follow Him (Matthew 16:24), our love should mirror His sacrificial love. Could you collect an Easter or Lent offering for the persecuted Church? For those who are unable to do so this year, please do hold our brothers and sisters in your prayers.

An in-tents “Sleep Out”  for Barnabas Fund 
As Barnabas Fund begins to establish Sawra Tented Village for displaced Iraqi Christians, Sarah Deakin and Lynda Watson took to the great outdoors (i.e. the front garden) for a Sleep Out in order to raise money for Barnabas Fund. Sponsored by their friends in Childswickham, Worcestershire, UK, Sarah and Lynda 

spent a chilly, wet October week living in a tent with no 
access to electricity or hot running water. 
They brought only the bare essentials such as sleeping bags, methods for lighting a fire, torches, and cooking equipment. For food, they took eggs, vegetables, flour, porridge, instant soup, apples, marmite, and – Lynda’s personal favourite – tinned sardines. Due to the cold weather, Sarah and Lynda were able to keep their milk fresh by simply sitting the container on the grass. Despite Sarah’s failed attempt to make bread without an oven, they managed to cook a number of meals using a Trangia as well as a gas stove. Neighbours  

  
 also provided hot meals as a means of support, which Sarah and Lynda found very useful during the colder nights of their rustic adventure. 

Although they lacked certain modern amenities, specifically irons and hair driers, Sarah and Lynda continued with their work commitments. Sarah, a school teacher, even held some classes at her camp site; 
her students arrived to the tent wearing extra layers, carrying only pencils and paper for their lessons. 

Sarah and Lynda raised £505.50 for Barnabas Fund, which will be used to support Sawra Village in Iraqi Kurdistan. From all of us here at Barnabas Fund, we would like to thank everyone involved in the Sarah/Lynda Sleep Out excursion.  Your kindness will bring much-needed supplies to many suffering Christians. 

Sarah and Lynda’s camp site

...
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GIFt aID DeclaratIon   (Applicable to uk tax payers only)    
Name of charity: barnabas Fund 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made:   
(Please tick all boxes you wish to apply)

  this gift and if applicable         in the past 4 years         in the future        
I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains 
Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of 
tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that 
I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other 
taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will 
reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give. 

Signature ...............................................................  Date  ......................................
Please inform us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address 
or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at 
the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must 
include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue 
and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send it to:  
Barnabas Fund, 9 Priory Row, Coventry CV1 5EX
Name and full postal address of your bank or building society

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Bank/building society account number Branch sort code

Service User Number  2 5 3 6 4 5

Signature(s)
Date

Instruction to your bank or building society: Please pay Barnabas Fund 
Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured to by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Barnabas Fund and, if so, details will be passed 
electronically to my bank/building society. DD18

YeS, I WoulD lIke to help the perSecuteD church
Title ...............  Full Name .....................................................................................................

Address .................................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................................

Postcode .......................... Telephone ..................................................................................

Email ............................................................................. 

I WoulD lIke to GIVe reGularlY throuGh MY uk bank  
A direct debit can be set up either by completing the form below, by 
telephoning the number above or by going to our website. 

£   ...................................   

(amount in words)  ....................................................................................  

Please start on 7th/11th/15th/21st  of ........................................(month) and 
then every month/quarter/year (delete as applicable) until further notice. 
This Direct Debit is a new one/in addition to/replaces an earlier Standing 
Order/Direct Debit in favour of Barnabas Fund. (delete as applicable). 

here IS MY SInGle GIFt oF £  ..............................................................  

 I enclose a cheque/voucher payable to “Barnabas Fund”  or  

Please debit my     Visa     Mastercard     

 American Express     Maestro    CAF card /other charity card

Card Number  

     Maestro issue number     or issue date   /  

Expiry Date   /      Signature ..................................................       

 I do not require an acknowledgement of this gift

The DIrecT DeBIT GuaraNTee
This Guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Barnabas Fund will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request Barnabas Fund to collect a 
payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by Barnabas Fund or your bank 
or building society, you are guaranteed a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay it back when Barnabas Fund 
asks you to. You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us.

MaG  03/15

MaG 03/15

pleaSe uSe MY GIFt For   
 Wherever the need is the greatest (General Fund)    
 Other..........................................*(give reference number of project to be supported)

  I have made an internet transfer to the Barnabas Fund bank account 
(Sort code: 20-26-46)     account number: 50133299
(On your transfer, please quote as your reference your postcode and house number. To receive a letter 
thanking you for your donation please add the letters TY to the end of the reference.)

www.barnabasfund.org 
0800 587 4006

*If the project chosen is sufficiently funded, we reserve the right to use designated gifts 
either for another project of a similar type or for another project in the same country.
Registered Charity number 1092935 Company registered in England number 4029536

Please return this form to Barnabas Fund at your national office or to the UK office. Addresses 
are on the inside front cover. Barnabas Fund will not give your address, telephone number 
or email to anyone else.

Supporters in Germany: please turn to inside front cover for how to send gifts to Barnabas 
Fund. Phone 0800 587 4006 or visit our website at www.barnabasfund.org to make a 
donation by Direct Debit, credit or debit card. From outside UK phone  +44 24 7623 1923.

alternatIVe GIFt carD 
If you would like to make a donation as an alternative gift for a 
friend or relative, we can supply you with an attractive “Thank you” 
card, which you can send to the person for whom you have made 
the donation. Please fill in the details as you would like them to 
appear on the card. 
 
“Dear  ................................................  A gift of £  .....................  
has been received on your behalf 

from .......................................................................................  
This gift will assist Christians who are persecuted for their faith. 
With many thanks on behalf of the persecuted Church”

  Tick here if you do not want the amount to be stated on 
the card

  Tick here if you do wish details about the project to be 
included on the card

Please state your preferred card choice (see left): ..........
If you would like to have the card sent directly to the recipient, or if you 
would prefer to receive blank cards and fill them out yourself, please 
contact your national office (address details on inside front cover).

If you would like more cards, please photocopy the form or attach a 
separate piece of paper with the details for extra cards and send it with 
your donation. You can also call your nearest Barnabas Fund office 
with the details and pay by credit/debit card over the phone.

If you have a special occasion coming up and would like to ask your 
friends and relatives to make a donation on your behalf instead of 
giving you a gift, you could pass on to them the details in this section

a

B

c

e

D

F

Reference (Barnabas Fund to complete)



breaking through the barriers
leading Muslims to christ

rosemary Sookhdeo

how can we understand our Muslim friends and neighbours so 
that we can share the Gospel effectively with them? this book 
discusses their religion, culture and practices to find points of 
contact that will help Muslims respond to the christian Gospel 
and provides crucial information on the differences between 
Islam and christianity.

ISBN: 9780982521816 No. of pages: 160 Paperback RRP: £8.99

Secrets behind the burqa
rosemary Sookhdeo

the book goes behind the scenes into the lives of Muslim 
women, showing how these are very different from those of 
Western women and revealing the rules, pressures and tensions 
that they face. It describes how Islamic concepts of honour and 
shame can oppress and endanger women and how arranged and 
forced marriages can be life-threatening for them.

ISBN: 9780978714147 No. of pages: 145 Paperback RRP: £9.99

Why christian Women convert 
to Islam
rosemary Sookhdeo

Women are being attracted to Islam in increasing numbers. 
rosemary explores the reasons why they convert and highlights 
the problems that they face. She examines the issues 
confronting women who marry Muslims and addresses the long-
term implications of conversion. this is an essential guide to a 
vital topic for parents and church leaders.

ISBN: 9780978714116 No. of pages: 125 Paperback RRP: £7.99

£8.00 
(includes  p&p)

£8.99 (includes  p&p)

£7.00 
(includes  p&p)

To order these books, visit  
www.barnabasfund.org/shop. Alternatively, 
please contact your nearest Barnabas Fund office 
(addresses on inside front cover). Cheques for the 
UK should be made payable to “Barnabas Books”.

barnabasfund.org


