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Bishop Graham Cray reeled off inspiring ac-
counts of these and many other imagina-
tive - sometimes improbable – new church 
‘plantings’ when he came to talk in Glasgow 
about Fresh Expressions of Church. 

Around 60 people flocked from all corners of the 
diocese to hear him at Glasgow & Galloway’s recent 
‘Business as usual?’ day conference. 

Bishop Graham, who enjoys the grand title of 
Archbishops’ missioner and leader of the Fresh Ex-
pressions team, described a wide range of Fresh Ex-
pression (FE) initiatives, many creating congrega-
tions of people whose common factor was something 
other than neighbourhood or a church background. 

 Statistics are hard to shrug off: around 21,000 
people now are reckoned to attend a Fresh Expres-
sion of Church. That’s equivalent to two medium-
sized CoE dioceses. 

He also warned that attempts to clone what’s 
flourished elsewhere don’t work. Every successful 
Fresh Expression, he stressed, began with commit-
ted discipleship and prayerful discernment of others’ 
needs. Thus the right relationships developed for 
new beginnings, for example, when a small team of 
Street Pastors, gently keeping night revellers safe 
without ‘evangelising’, earned their trust and re-

Business as usual? 
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spect – as well as those of police and local authori-
ties. Instead of starting a dialogue primarily with 
words about God, they began with actions that show 
what God is like. 

“We want to form a community before we start 
having acts of worship,” Bishop Graham said. 

The conference coincided with the release of find-
ings from a study of ten English dioceses by Church 
Army’s research unit.  

They reveal that Fresh Expressions account for 
10% of total church attendance and 15% of church 
communities.  

 
MULTIPLYING THE SMALL 

“A key to further growth would seem to be the 
multiplication of the small,” the report suggests. 
“Get up to about 50 and - rather than get involved in 
all the complexities which come with size - plant 
again.” 

The study also found about 40% of the Fresh Ex-
pressions are network-based, rather than 
neighbourhood-based. Most are all-age with more 
than 40% of attenders being under 16. Leaders reck-
oned about a third of participants were ‘de-
churched’ and a quarter had had no church back-
ground.  

Over 75% of FEs were active in encouraging disci-
pleship and not just attendance. Another striking 
feature was the large number of lay leaders who had 
not had a previous formal role. 

Statistics from Scotland underline the scale of the 
need, as Bishop Graham observed: in 2006 more 
than 26% of over-16s here had never been part of 
any church. 

 
‘ALIEN’ 
“We really are an alien culture,” he pointed out. 
Discussion time was built into the day.  
The meeting also heard about developments in our 

own diocese: a girls’ club building not just confi-
dence but bonds with the church where it meets; a 
project integrating spiritual care into general medi-
cal practice; a West End church that’s the hub for 
organising and staging a major annual community 
gala. 

Hosted by St Margaret’s Newlands, the day was 
undergirded with contemporary sung worship led by 
the praise band from St Augustine’s Dumbarton. 

Now the diocesan Missional Leadership Develop-
ment Team, who organised the day with the Devel-
opment Team for Welcome and Numerical  � 
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Growth, are considering what to offer next. Bringing 
the Mission-Shaped Church course to the diocese is 
one possibility, says Missional Leadership convener 
Revd David McCarthy, of St Silas Glasgow. 

“The conference left us with many questions,” he 
said. “This day was planned as part of the ongoing 
process to help us consider what kind of mission our 
church has to engage in. Do we remain a chaplaincy 
to those who like what we offer, or do we allow our-
selves to be stretched in ways which attract new-
comers? 

“How do we train, equip and mobilise the kind of 

clergy and lay leaders who can see the opportunities 
around them, then reach out in love and joy? What 
steps can we take to help make our churches more 
outward-looking? Above all, we need to constantly 
ask ourselves, how are we to obey what Jesus com-
manded us to do when he said, ‘go and make disci-
ples...’?” 

David added: “Members of the team are available 
to visit congregations to listen, encourage innovation 
and share experience. Please contact me at 
david@stsilas.org.uk if this might be helpful.” 

You can hear both of Bishop Graham’s talks from 
the day at http://preview.tinyurl.com/oo99quz. 

Grand raised 

to make ops 

safer in  

island hospital 
CHEQUES for £1,000 have 
been sent by All Saints Jordan-
hill to the African Steps charity 
to help buy a diathermy machine 
for operations. 

 

It will go to St Peter’s Hospital 
on Likoma Island, Malawi. 

 

The machine cauterises blood 
vessels, making surgery quicker, 
easier and safer.  

 

Plans for its purchase follow a 
review of surgical procedures at 
Likoma by consultant cardiac 
surgeon Raj Jutley, founder of 
the Pan-Africa Heart Founda-
tion. 

 

All Saints has undertaken to 
help raise the £2,500 needed to 
buy the machine. 

 

African Steps aims to eradicate 
rheumatic heart disease from 
Likoma Island, something that 
has only ever been achieved in 
one country before. 

 

In 2015, a heart team will 
spend a month screening the  
Island people for heart disease 
and rheumatic fever.  

 

A plan will then be devised for 
the treatment of those affected. 

There is currently no effective 
treatment available for most of 
the heart disease suffered by 
people on Likoma and African 
Steps hopes that this screening 
programme and treatment will 
save many lives. 

Ignatian Spirituality Centre events 
LENT RETREAT IN DAILY LIFELENT RETREAT IN DAILY LIFELENT RETREAT IN DAILY LIFELENT RETREAT IN DAILY LIFE. This individually guided retreat will be run 
over seven weeks. After an initial group meeting on Monday 3 March 
(7–9pm), each person will meet with a prayer companion once a week. 
The retreat will end with a group meeting on Monday 14 April. 
‘FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE’. ‘FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE’. ‘FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE’. ‘FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE’. On Saturday 8 March (10.30am‑4.30pm) 
Geoffrey Wheaton SJ will lead a day of contemplation and sharing 
with images from classical and contemporary art. 
‘COME BE WITH ME’. ‘COME BE WITH ME’. ‘COME BE WITH ME’. ‘COME BE WITH ME’. On Saturday 29 March (10.30am‑4.30pm) Magda-
len Lawler SND & Tom McGuiness SJ will provide an opportunity to 
respond to Jesus’ invitation to rest for a while with him on the journey 
towards Easter. 
‘BREAD BROKEN AND SHARED’‘BREAD BROKEN AND SHARED’‘BREAD BROKEN AND SHARED’‘BREAD BROKEN AND SHARED’ On Saturday 12 April (10.30am‑4.30pm) 
Margaret Linforth will lead a day celebrating the Bread of Life by 
making bread and reflecting together. 

For more information about these and other events visit  
iscglasgow.co.uk or contact Ignatian Spirituality Centre, 35 Scott 
Street, Glasgow G3 6PE, 0141 354 0077. 

Tapping into spiritual traditions 
A SEVEN-SESSION course based in Dundonald, Ayrshire, offers the 
chance to explore the riches of our Christian spiritual heritage and be 
challenged by their insights. 

Celtic, Benedictine, Franciscan, Carmelite, Ignatian, Julian and Iona 
Community influences will be discussed. Participants will be led by 
Chris King DCS, meeting as a small group once a month for two hours. 
Chris introduces a different style of spirituality each month and pro-
vides themed material for daily 
reflection between meetings. 

No previous knowledge is 
needed. The experience can be put 
to use in prayer groups, accompa-
nying others in prayer and put-
ting spirituality on the church 
agenda. 

A follow-on course explores the 
same spiritualities, allowing par-
ticipants to deepen their under-
standing of them, but from the 
point of view of how we can use 
them to help others. It will also 
include small-group leadership 
skills and listening skills. Contact 
Chris on 01563 851197 or chrisk-
ing99@tiscali.co.uk. The day and 
time of sessions will be agreed 
with prospective participants. 

Music for Small 
Churches day 
THE Learning and Disciple-
ship Development Team invite 
you to Music for Small 

Churches: a day of exploring 
background, resources and ideas. 

 

This will take place 10am‑3pm 
on Saturday 17 May at the 
Church of the Holy Name, Cum-
bernauld. 

 

Free lunch is included. Please 
assist those planning the cater-
ing by booking your place with 
the Diocesan Centre: 0141 221 
5720. 
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Full month for Eco-congregations 
THE Glasgow Network of Eco-

congregations meets about 

four times a year and organ-

ises events of interest in be-

tween. JAN MACDONALD re-

ports on an interesting visit 

and previews a full pro-

gramme for the coming 

month... 

This year, as the Network has 
even more members, we’re taking 
our meetings to different parts of 
Glasgow, so hopefully there will 
be one somewhere near you! Invi-
tation to meetings and events is 
open to all interested congrega-
tions, regardless of formal Eco-
Congregation Scotland registra-
tion, so please come along. 

Our most recent meeting was at 
South West Community Cycles, 
Pollokshaws West Railway Sta-

tion G43 1AT. Charity director 
Alyson Tannahill showed us the 
wide range of bikes and trikes for 
daily or weekly hire - an opportu-
nity to just go out and about, to 
try something new, or tide you 
over until your own bike repairs 
are complete. SWCC aims to be 
much more than a bike shop. It 
has adopted the station, enhanc-
ing it with planters and a wee 
café. A small but versatile meet-
ing room with excellent facilities 
is available to local groups at rea-
sonable rates. Alyson is hugely 
enthusiastic about developing 
cycling as a means of communi-
cating and making links with the 
local community. So get on your 
bike (or hire one) and take a look! 
Visit southwestcommunitycy-
cles.co.uk. 
March eventsMarch eventsMarch eventsMarch events    

‘The Environment: A Christian 
Imperative?’ is the theme of a 
talk by and discussion with Rev-
erend Trevor Jamison, environ-
mental chaplain for Eco-
Congregation Scotland. When all 
churches are facing huge chal-
lenges, is environmental concern 
a luxury we cannot afford? Or 
might it just be part of the solu-
tion? It is on Wednesday 5 March 
at 7.30 pm in Port Glasgow 
United Reformed Church, Brown 
Street, Port Glasgow PA14 5BP. 
All are welcome (car share if you 
can)! 

For further information contact 
Margaret Wilson: marga-
ret.wilson44@ntlworld.com. 

The next event is a screening of 
The UK Gold, a story seismic 

enough to shift perceptions of fi-
nance and flag forever. This new 
award-winning documentary ex-
plores global tax dodging through 
the eyes of an east-London vicar. 
See it on Monday 10 March, 
7.30pm at Langside Parish 
Church, Ledard Road, Glasgow 
G42 9QU. 

Eco-Congregation Scotland’s 
Annual Gathering takes place in 
Glasgow this year. So if you’re 
curious and what to know more, 
it’s a great opportunity to join us. 
The AGM business doesn’t take 
up much time and you can’t vote 
unless registered, but the day will 
be full of interesting discussions, 
workshops and the opportunity to 
network. 

It is on Saturday 29 March, 
10am‑3.15pm at St Aloysius Col-
lege, Glasgow G3 6RJ. This year’s 
theme is Energy. At a time when 
energy policy has never been 
more controversial, with propos-
als for fracking and nuclear 
power stations, and growing 
awareness of the impact of cli-
mate change. How can churches 
effectively manage their energy 
efficiency? Where can they get 
support in doing so? Should 
churches stop investing in fossil 
fuel companies? 

There is no charge, but a £10 
donation for lunch is appreciated. 
Visit the news page at ecocongre-
gationscotland.org to register and 
see the day’s programme. 

Jan MacDonald, a member of  

St Margaret’s Newlands, is the  

coordinator for Eco-Congregation 

Glasgow Network 

NINE ORDAINED 
Peter Andersson reports 

from our partner Diocese 

of Gothenburg, Sweden 
NINE priests were ordained by 
Bishop Per on Sunday 26 Janu-
ary. The ceremony took place in 
the parish church of Vasa in the 
city of Gothenburg, as the cathe-
dral will be under repair for 
about a year. 
 

A t the recent Gothenburg 
International Film Festival, 

the Church of Sweden awarded 
the 50,000SeK Angelos award to 
a documentary dealing with a 
group of youths organizing them-
selves in a struggle against mar-
ginalisation and crime in a Goth-
enburg suburb. 
 

T he Diocese of Gothenburg 
will invite parishes to par-

ticipate in workshops on LGBT 
(lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender) issues during 2014, 
starting with a workshop for di-
ocesan staff and the deans. 
 

T he Diocese is also offering 
workshops this year on 

analysis of the consequences for 
children that, according to canon 
law, must be applied to church 
decisions at all levels. 

Holyrood asked to back Euro-status for pilgrim routes 
MSP Dr Aileen McLeod won time for a Holyrood debate last month 
on a proposal to seek European Cultural Route status for a planned 
network of ‘St Ninian Ways’ leading to Whithorn. 

Dr McLeod said: “Whithorn has immense historical and cultural sig-
nificance for Scotland, but this is nowhere near as widely known and 
recognised as it should be. As the first Christian site in Scotland it can 
truly lay claim to the status of the Cradle of Scottish Christianity and 
was a place of pilgrimage for centuries. 

“By establishing the St Ninian’s Ways, with Whithorn as their desti-
nation, and seeking European Cultural Route status for them, I hope 
that we can boost Whithorn’s profile as an important historical site, 
not only for Scotland, but for the development of Christianity in west-
ern Europe.” 
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Bishop’s Yorkhill appeal 
THE Bishop has chosen Yorkhill Children’s Charity to benefit 
from the diocesan Lent Appeal this year. 

Every year over 160,000 children attend the Royal Hospital for Sick 
Children at Yorkhill, from all areas of Scotland as well as some from 
England and Ireland. The work of the charity is to make the experi-
ence as pleasant and comfortable as it can be for both the patients and 
their families. 

To that end they raise money to fund initiatives that help to save or 
improve the life of a child and by association positively affect the lives 
of their families. 

The money raised is spent is several areas: 
Medical equipment 
Hospital improvements 
Patient and family support 
Paediatric research 
Patient education 
Entertainment. 
Some examples of recent projects include offering emergency travel 

grants to families in need; a specialised wheelchair for children with 
cerebral palsy; a paediatric special-care ambulance; ‘clowndoctors’; 
wall-mounted DVD players to distract patients from their treatments; 
funding effective bereavement support for families; and maintaining 
onsite primary and secondary classrooms and teaching resources. 

Please support the Lent Appeal with your customary generosity and 
help Yorkhill Children’s Charity to continue this work. 

Walsingham 
pilgrimage in 
40th year 
THIS year sees the 40th annual 
Scottish Pilgrimage to the Angli-
can Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham.  

Walsingham is a small village 
in Norfolk and has been a special 
place of pilgrimage and prayer 
for over 900 years. The Shrine 
accommodation is modern and 
comfortable and the area is very 
beautiful. 

It takes place Friday‑Monday, 
26‑29 September. It is expected 
that pilgrims will travel this year 
by coach and that the cost will be 
£280 (half board). All are very 
welcome to join the pilgrimage. 

For a booking form and further 
details, please contact one of the 
following: 

Fr Gordon Fyfe. Tel: 01475 
673143 email: 
gordon.fyfe@virginmedia.com 

Mrs Alison Gifford. Tel: 07990 
570371 email: gifforda@sky.com 

Ms Annie Blackwood. Tel: 
07989 554023 email: 
anni.b70@live.co.uk. 

Fr Gordon says: “To learn more 
about the Walsingham Pilgrim-
age and experience something of 
it, why not come along to the An-
nunciationtide Festival at St 
Bride’s Church, 69 Hyndland 
Road, Glasgow G12 9UX from 
7pm on Monday 24 March? We 
do hope you will consider making 
your pilgrimage on this special 
anniversary year.” 

For more information visit 
www.scottishwalsinghampilgrim
age.com. 

Food for thought this Lent 
THE Scottish Episcopal Church and Christian Aid have come to-
gether to launch a cookbook for Lent 2014. 

Inspired by last year’s Enough Food For Everyone IF campaign, 
which focused on tackling global hunger in a world of plenty, the ‘Lent 
Food’ book is full of recipes for good food at low cost.  

Members of the Scottish Episcopal Church were invited to contribute 
their ideas for interesting meals, using at least one locally sourced in-
gredient or Fairtrade product.  

The cookbook also includes prayers, Bible studies and thought-
provoking stories from Christian Aid’s partners, and projects that the 
Scottish Episcopal Church supports overseas. 

The intention is to help generate reflection and discussion around 
themes of food justice, how our food is made, and what individuals and 
communities in Scotland can do to challenge the fact that each night 
one in eight people in the world still goes to bed hungry. 

Bishop David Chillingworth, Primus of the Scottish Episcopal 
Church said: “God’s grace is ex-
perienced in both feeding and 
fasting. I hope that this book will 
encourage a thoughtful attitude 
to our food and make us mindful 
of the link between food and jus-
tice for the poor of the world.” 

The cookbook is free, but all 
donations will go to Christian 
Aid. It can be downloaded from 
christianaid.org.uk/scotland/
index.aspx. Printed copies can be 
ordered from the General Synod 
Office (0131 225 6357). Postage 
costs will be applied. 

PATHWAY TO PRAYER RETURNS THIS MONTH 
THIS year’s ecumenical Pathway to Prayer day takes place on Sat-
urday 15 March in Troon, 10.15am–4pm (registration 9.45am in St Med-
dan’s Parish Church, Church Street). 

Participants choose three workshops from the following. 
♦ Revd Dr Laurence Whitley – Praying prayers of the New Testament; 
♦ Fr Martin Chambers – Discerning what Jesus is saying to me; 
♦ Deaconess Chris King – St Francis’ three prayerful questions; 
♦ Revd Liz O’Ryan – Taizé prayers and chants; 
♦ Deaconess Muriel Wilson – Praying about sin and guilt. 

Registration is £9 (unwaged £5). Lunch will be provided.  
Call Chris King on 01563 851197 or visit www.pathwaystogod.org.uk. 
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News and events  in  br ief  .  .  .  

T HINK your Regional Council 
is just a talking shop? Think 

again! 
This month Ayrshire’s Regional 

Council will focus on how best to 
react to the growing local crisis of 
poverty and debt. Credit unions 
and food banks look set to figure 
on the agenda. And, if you live or 
worship in the county, you are 
invited to be there. The Council 
will take Archbishop Welby’s call 
to action on debt and poverty as 
its starting point when it meets 
at 7.30pm on Tuesday 18 March 
in Irvine at St Andrew’s, Caldon 
Road KA12 0RG. 

 

S T Margaret’s Renfrew pre-
sents a concert on Friday 21 

March at 7.30pm featuring the 
Bell Ringers of St James Church 
Paisley. Tickets are £5 and can be 
purchased at the door. There will 
be refreshments in the hall after 
the concert. All are welcome to 
attend and help the church cele-
brate its centenary year. 

 

C HRISTIANS and Jews in 
Scotland today is the theme 

when the Glasgow and West of 
Scotland branch of the Council of 
Christians and Jews holds a pub-
lic meeting on Thursday 13 
March at 8pm at Giffnock Syna-
gogue Hall, 222 Fenwick Road, 
Giffnock G46 6UE. Kirk Modera-
tor Rt Revd Lorna Hood will ad-
dress the gathering. All are wel-
come. For further information 
contact Revd Cedric Blakey:  
viceprovost@thecathedral.org.uk. 

 

S CIENTISTS in Congrega-
tions Scotland is calling for 

churches to propose two-year pro-
jects that will generate a deeper 
level of conversation between sci-
entists, clergy and congregations 
about questions of faith and sci-
ence.  

Visit sicscotland.org. 
 

A  HOLY Land pilgrimage will 
be led next May by Revd 

Cedric Blakey and Bishop Gregor 
departing from Edinburgh, and 
visiting the desert, Galilee, Jeru-
salem and Bethlehem.  

For details email vicepro-
vost@thecathedral.org.uk. 

 

G LASGOW Commonwealth 
Games are just five months 

away! For information about how 
your congregation can benefit 
from all the excitement – wher-
ever you are in the diocese – 
c h e c k  o u t  m o r e t h a n -
gold2014.org.uk. 

Glasgow residents can find out 
about offering hospitality to fami-
lies of athletes or to games volun-
teers (the Clydesiders) from 
m o r e t h a n g o l d 2 0 1 4 . o r g . u k /
hospitality/homestay.html. Or 
just contact Revd Cedric Blakey, 
viceprovost@thecathedral.org.uk, 
to learn about opportunities to 
make a contribution to the 
Games. 

 

S T Cuthbert's Cambuslang 
will have a reunion evening 

on 10 May. All with a connection 
to the church are welcome and 
should contact either John Don-
nelly at johnatbull@yahoo.co.uk 
or Elaine Cockburn at cock-
burn_540@hotmail.com. 

 

S T Margaret’s Newlands is 
delighted to acknowledge the 

contribution of £60,000 from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund which is 
designated in equal parts for the 
organ refurbishment and an im-
portant Oral Heritage Project. 

 Fundraising for the organ work 
has been going on for some time. 

Meantime the congregation is 
rising to the challenge of hymns 
accompanied by a piano!  

A Heritage Engagement Officer 
will be appointed soon to guide 
the congregation in their Oral 
Heritage Project. 

 

A LLCHURCHES Trust Lim-
ited is a registered charity 

which aims ‘to promote the Chris-
tian religion, to contribute to the 
funds of any charitable institu-
tions or associations and to carry 
out any charitable purpose’. 
Grants are offered to churches for 
building and restoration projects, 
the repair of church fabric, 
church‑community initiatives, 

religious charities, charities pre-
serving the UK heritage and 
other charitable causes. Funds 
come from Allchurches’ wholly 
owned subsidiary, Ecclesiastical 
Insurance Office plc.  

Visit allchurches.co.uk. 
 

A  UN paper following a re-
cent Human Rights Council 

research visit to the UK has 
called for the Bedroom Tax to 
stop. Listing her recommenda-
tions at the end of her report, 
rapporteur Raquel Rolnik said: 
"In particular, the removal of the 
spare-room subsidy should be 
suspended immediately and be 
fully re-evaluated in light of the 
evidence of its negative impacts 
on the right to adequate housing 
and general well-being of many 
vulnerable individuals and 
households." 

The full report may be 
downloaded from the website of 
inter-church organisation Hous-
ing Justice: visit http://
preview.tinyurl.com/pguulms. 

 

A  DEVOTIONAL book for 
Lent based on a series of 

Lenten reflections given in St 
Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Fifth 
Avenue, New York by Rt Rev Dr 
Robert Gillies, Bishop of Aber-
deen and Orkney, has been pub-
lished by Handsel Press at £6.95. 

 

F ATHER John Keenan will 
be consecrated as Bishop of 

Paisley on Wednesday 19 March 
at St Mirin’s Roman Catholic 
Cathedral.  

Bishop-elect Keenan is the par-
ish priest of St Patrick’s in 
Anderston and fulfils chaplaincy 
duties at Glasgow University 
where he has been a warm and 
generous supporter of the work 
of the Anglican chaplaincy. 

 

S COTTISH Detainee Visitors 
(SDV) provides social, emo-

tional and practical support to 
immigration detainees in Dun-
gavel Immigration Removal Cen-
tre, near Strathaven. Volunteers 
visit detainees there on Monday 
and Thursday evenings and help 
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NEXT DIOCESAN NEWS 
ITEMS for the April issue may be submitted by Monday Monday Monday Monday 
17 March 17 March 17 March 17 March as ordinary prose (not leaflets, adverts, post-
ers or PDFs, please) to the editor, Susi Cormack Brown, 
c/o Diocesan Centre, 5 St Vincent Place,  
Glasgow G1 2DH, or dns@episcopalglasgow.co.uk. 
   Diocesan News Service is published 10 times a year by 
the Scottish Episcopal Church, United Diocese of Glas-
gow and Galloway (Scottish Charity Number: 
SC013925).  
   Views expressed are not necessarily those of the editor 
or the Scottish Episcopal Church.  
Contributed material may be edited at the discretion of 
the editor. 

Art and love in Holy City 
HOLY City is a monthly blend of liturgy, work-
shops, seminars and more, hosted by the Iona Com-
munity’s Wild Goose Resource Group and friends. 
The programme up to May will be set in the context 
of the Referendum run-up. 

Art is the topic on Sunday 2 March.  
Workshops will be offered on artistic imagination 

and vision, with Joyce McMillan, theatre critic and 
political and social commentator for The Scotsman; 
dramatic and musical possibilities with Neil Cooper, 
writer and critic for The Herald; The Great Tapes-
try; and more. 

As ever, there will be participative liturgy in 
sound, silence, song and symbolic action. 

Love is the theme of Holy City on Sunday 6 April. 
The night will explore issues such as:  
What’s happening with the State, welfare cuts 

and disability? Would nuclear disarmament be an 
act of ‘global love’? As an increasingly individualised 
and virtual society are we losing our capacity for 
empathy and forgiveness? What’s the point of silly 
love songs when it’s action that’s needed?  And 
more. 

Both events take place 6.30-9.30pm in Renfield St 
Stephen’s Centre, 260 Bath Street, Glasgow.  

For updates and to join the mailing list visit holy-
city-glasgow.co.uk. 

with a morning advice service on 
the third Monday of the month. 
To find out about the next induc-
tion day for new volunteers, visit 
sdv.org.uk/id2.html. 

 

I N Galloway you can make a 
Retreat in Daily life from 

Easter to Pentecost, starting Sat-
urday 26 April.  

It is guided by spiritual director 
Rachel Inglis, who describes it as 
“A retreat experience woven into 
everyday life and offering a time 
to pause, reflect and refocus; try 
out new ways of praying and be-
come more aware of connections 
between faith, prayer and every-
day life.” Contact her at 

info@aigfois.co.uk. 
 

‘R ECLAIMING the Book for 
the People’ is a residential 

week on Iona, 19–25 July. Has 
t h e  p o s t - R e f o r m a t i o n 
‘democratisation’ of the Bible 
taken it further from lay people 
rather than closer to them? This 
week explores how people can 
engage with the Bible more as the 
family album and less as the puz-
zle book for professionals, discov-
ering how to share it (even the 
‘awful’ bits), sing it, experience it 
and pray it in all its magnificent 
variety. It is led by Wild Goose 
Resource Group members John 
Bell, Jo Love and Graham Maule 

with poet and theologian, Pádraig 
Ó Tuama.  

Details from wgrg@iona.org.uk 
or call 0141 332 6343. 

 

I N Bridge of Weir the St Mary’s 
Lecture this year will be on 

Tuesday 6 May at 7pm in the 
church.  

Professor John Curtice, profes-
sor of politics at Strathclyde Uni-
versity, will speak about public 
attitudes to independence.  

Professor Curtice is an acknowl-
edged expert on the call for Scot-
tish independence. There will be 
refreshments after the lecture 
and a chance to chat with the 
speaker. 

Island retreats 
THE College of The Holy Spirit at the Cathedral 
of The Isles on Cumbrae is offering two retreats for 
individuals this year.  

The first is in Holy Week (14-21 April 2014) when 
you are invited to come for a week of worship, music 
and prayer in the Cathedral of The Isles.  

Choral Evensong will be sung by the Cathedral 
Choir each day from Monday to Wednesday.  

There follows the traditional services for Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil on Sat-
urday night culminating with Easter Day services, 
all celebrated by the Right Reverend Kevin Pearson, 
Bishop of Argyll and The Isles and sung by the Ca-
thedral Choir directed by Alastair Chisholm with 
organist Jonathan Cohen. 

Go as an individual, a couple or a small group. 
Cost from £360 full board (£648 sharing) for seven 
nights.  

The College now has a labyrinth.  
Following the success of the first labyrinth retreat 

in 2013 the College has invited Di Williams back to 
lead another retreat,12-14 August.  

Di is an Anglican priest, adult educator, retreat 
leader and the UK’s only Advanced Labyrinth Fa-
cilitator and Master Teacher.  

She believes that the labyrinth offers a way to 
help people quiet the busy mind and be receptive to 
the subtle stirring of the soul.  

One of the gifts she brings to this work is a deep 
appreciation of physical, emotional, intellectual and 
spiritual connection.  

Cost £145 Full Board (£261 sharing) for two 
nights. 

There is still some availability for group retreats 
in 2014 and B&B is available for some days in 
March and April. 

For further information contact Warden David 
Todd on 01475 530353, visit island-retreats.org or  
email cathedral_cumbrae@btconnect.com . 


