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FESTIVAL PEACE BY PIECE 
combined with calming photographic images to cre-

ate an ambience one of serenity, calm and awe.  

Also incorporated were quotes from famous peo-

ple including Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther 

King, the Dali Lama, Willie Nelson and Mahatma 

Ghandi. 

Visitors were invited to light a candle as a symbol 

of their wish for peace, and to add words and draw-

ings to the communal art installation.  

Hopes, wishes and prayers for the world, for the 

Bearsden community or for some-

thing more personal were written 

on chalk boards then displayed 

on five screens. 

Many contributed, and the range 

of words and pictures gave a 

strong sense of the breadth of 

people’s hopes for the future. 

The 30-minute Peace by Piece 

film is available on request to be 

used similarly elsewhere. (You 

will need to ensure the venue has 

the relevant permissions to play 

the recorded music.)  

Visit episcopalglasgow.co.uk/

bearsden-milngavie. 

Church and the Academy  

Autumn seminars 
 

Thursday 31 October 

Revd Canon Dr Scott Robertson: 

Atheism: our theological ally 
 

Thursday 28 November 

Revd Canon Dr Alison Peden: 

Changing ecclesiology, changing  

vocations strategy 
 

Meetings are at 5.30pm in the the-

ology and religious studies depart-

ment, 4 The Square, Glasgow Uni-

versity G12 8QQ. All welcome.  

Visit churchandtheacademy.org. 

Facing the fear 
A recent conference on Growing Your Church got Liz O’Ryan 

thinking. Read her impression of the event... 

MICHAEL Harvey, a well known author and speaker, led our think-

ing about the nature of our God. 

This is a God who is not content to leave us where we are with all our 

limitations and weaknesses, but who constantly leads us, calling us, 

asking things of us, in order for us to continue to grow and become more 

the people we are created to be. 

But there is a problem, Michael suggested: because we are human, 

God’s calling sets up in us a natural reaction of fear - fear of failure, 

fear of rejection. Remember Moses, Jeremiah, Jonah. God asked them 

all to do something for him and they all reacted with fear. 

But God’s reply remains the same: “Do not be afraid. I am with you 

always.” It is significant that this reply appears 366 times in the Bible. 

Inviting people to church sets up that fear-filled reaction. We are 

scared to do it. We make excuses. But it’s what we are called to do. We 

are called to ‘Go and make disciples’. It matters not if we are rejected. It 

matters not if the response to our invitation is negative. That is Christ’s 

way. That is the narrow way. But if we go out and invite, invite and 

invite again, Michael suggested, we are being obedient and faithful, 

walking in the footsteps of Christ and we will grow and mature spiritu-

ally just through the very action of inviting. 

Hearing Michael speak was inspiring. He delivered three sessions 

about how to become an invitational church, and was honest about the 

problems that may be encountered. But he also spoke words of encour-

agement for the task ahead. At the end of the conference we were asked 

to take his message back to our churches and try to put something of 

what he said into practice.  

The development team for welcome, integration 

and numerical growth has already set up the chan-

nels for such support and the sharing of experience 

resulting from the day, and has received many re-

plies and positive comments from the people who 

attended the conference. It was a very good day. 

The Growing Your Church conference was organ-

ised by the development team and hosted in St 

George’s Tron Church, Glasgow. 

Revd Liz O’Ryan is curate at St John’s Greenock 

Also in this issue . . . 
No need for food banks in Scotland? 

Mission planning in a mirror 

Walking the ‘scandalous’ financial sector 

Transforming church conflict 

AS part of the inaugural Bearsden Festival, 

the local Episcopal church hosted Peace by Piece — 

offering a space for quiet reflection along with  

the opportunity to join in a communal art installa-

tion. 

On Saturday and Sunday, 14-15 September, All 

Saints Bearsden welcomed well over 100 people to 

a presentation that was inspirational and ‘visually 

and aurally’ challenging. 

The music of Karl Jenkins’ The Peacemakers 
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‘SCANDALOUS’ WALK 
AN interactive guided walk round Edinburgh's 

financial districts this autumn promises to be full of 

surprises. 

Behind the grand façades of some of the most well 

known banks, pension funds and hedge funds, claim 

organisers at World Development Movement’s car-

bon capital campaign, there is a hidden story to tell. 

Anna Mayfield at WDM says: “Our tour guides 

will expose how these ‘esteemed’ finance institu-

tions are investing in dirty energy around the 

world, and fuelling climate change. 

“But it's not all doom and gloom: you'll also hear 

stories of inspiring historical figures, hardy activ-

ists and banks that dare to be different. And you'll 

discover how you can help change things for the 

better.  Dress warmly and prepare to be scandal-

ised!” 

The tour lasts around two hours. Times and dates 

are: Thursday 26 September, 3.30pm; Saturday 5 

October, 11am; Wednesday 9 October, 3.30pm; 

Wednesday 16 October, 3.30pm; Saturday 26 Octo-

ber, 11am. Places are £5 (£3 concession) and must 

be booked.  

Visit scandalousedinburgh.eventbrite.co.uk. 

For information on WDM's carbon capital cam-

paign, go to wdm.org.uk/carbon-capital. 

team for missional leadership and rector of St Silas 

Glagow, outlined how that lively west-end congrega-

tion is ‘doing mission’ in 21st-century Scotland: pri-

marily through building community by the creation 

of grace-filled space for relationships. 

Gill Reynolds, secretary of the development team 

for missional leadership and an experienced MAP 

facilitator, is currently working with two charges in 

the diocese.  

She shared her experience of MAP-ing both as fa-

cilitator and as congregational member, and de-

tailed very honestly and helpfully the joys and the 

frustrations of such accompaniment. The fact that 

this work is being done by volunteers clearly fasci-

nated our hosts, who asked many questions about 

the training, support and evaluation offered. 

Robin Paisley, rector of St John’s Dumfries, then 

outlined the genesis of that large charge’s MAP-ing 

process.  
 

‘EMBEDDED’ 

He showed how deeply embedded it was in two 

processes that have been developing over many 

years: the provision of theological education for the 

whole people of God and the development of vestry 

members as ‘spiritual leaders co-operating with the 

rector’. Not to mention the ecumenical context in 

which both these processes have been set, a topic on 

which the fourth member of the presenting group, 

Sandy Montgomerie, Porvoo ecumenical officer, 

added much of value. 

Sitting listening to my colleagues’ presentations 

and to that from the Gothenburg diocesan staff, I 

was struck by the identical nature of both teams’ 

primary goal: the encouragement of a culture of dis-

cipleship rather than of membership.  

Struck, too, by the shared understanding that 

such culture change needs to develop gradually and 

organically from the roots upwards, rather than be-

ing imposed from on high.  

And encouraged by hearing our Gothenburg 

friends’ admiration for what has been designed, at-

tempted and achieved in Glasgow & Galloway ‑ a 

real spur to continuing the journey! 

Anne Tomlinson, ministry development officer 

Mission planning in a mirror 
ONE of the main aims of a recent Glasgow & Gal-

loway delegation visit to our linked diocese of Goth-

enburg last month was to share the fruits of our 

diocesan strategic intention for growth with Swed-

ish colleagues likewise involved in missional devel-

opment. 

This we did in two ways. A paper outlining the 

history and theology of the growth strategy was de-

livered at the ‘Bishop’s Day for Theologians’. And 

then key people in that process met with their 

Swedish equivalents for a two-hour discussion of 

MAP-ing. And very fruitful that second gathering 

proved to be for both parties in the conversation. 

David McCarthy, convenor of the development 

Heartfelt thanks from retired diocesan secretary Gib FitzGibbon 
I WAS overwhelmed on 27 Au-

gust by the generosity of the dio-

cese in arranging a marvellous 

send-off to mark the end of my 

time as diocesan secretary. 

Jean and Christine laid on a 

superb lunch, once again high-

lighting the diocesan centre as a 

centre of hospitality for the dio-

cese.  

It took place in the newly refur-

bished conference room which is 

Jean's brainchild, and a vast 

improvement on what we had be-

fore. 

The Bishop ensured that I will 

have to do penance over the next 

few months in the form of shop-

ping – with some generous retail 

vouchers from the diocese! 

I have really enjoyed my spell 

as diocesan secretary – many in-

teresting problems to grapple 

with, and some to solve, lots of 

dedicated people working profes-

sionally for a common cause, and 

a chance to bring my own life ex-

periences to bear on a range of 

issues. 

I look forward to spending more 

time with my family, my bassoon, 

and our boat, but I also look for-

ward to keeping in touch with all 

the deeply appreciated people I 

have met through the diocese. I 

wish the diocese every success, in 

the capable hands of the Bishop 

and his staff: Jean, Christine and 

my successor, Chris. Thank you! 



MORE NEWS AT www.glasgow.anglican.org  DIOCESAN NEWS – 3 

NEIGHBOURS JOIN FOOD BANK 
TWO neighbouring churches have joined All Saints Jordanhill in 

supporting a local food bank run by the Glasgow Westend Vineyard 

church. 

Members of St Bride’s Episcopal Church in Hyndland had been col-

lecting donations for another city food bank some distance away.  

But, as vestry member Mary Sillitto explained in the church’s 

Oystercatcher magazine: “Recently it became apparent that nothing 

was happening to the mounting pile. I tried to contact the original in-

stigator of the collection and the food bank without success.” 

Mary read about the collection at All Saints Jordanhill for a food 

bank located at Linden Street in Anniesland, and decided to follow it 

up. 

“I realised that I passed very near it almost every day,” she told her 

fellow-members, “and that it would be very easy for me to take the do-

nations to them. 

“I took a couple of bags round and was very warmly received. I fol-

lowed with another two a few days later. They are very glad to take 

whatever we can give them.” 

In addition, a member of Jordanhill Parish Church of Scotland ap-

proached All Saints priest-in-charge Revd Sydney Maitland for infor-

mation about Storehouse, and now that church has added its backing. 

Storehouse has responded to increasing demand by starting a mid-

week session for referred clients, leaving its Saturday morning opening 

clear for drop-in recipients.  

Find out more at allsaintsjordanhill.org.uk/storehouse. 

Lost carving 

restored 
A BEAUTIFUL spire-shaped 

font cover, hidden and forgotten 

for many years, was unveiled 

last month at a family service at 

Christ Church Lanark. 

The ornate wooden cover was 

discovered in the church base-

ment in a very sorry condition. 

Now, though, thanks to amazing, 

painstaking work by Joan and 

Brian East, it’s been restored to 

its former glory. 

A small brass plaque inside the 

piece reveals it was carved by 

Major General Thomas Rennie 

Stevenson CB, of Sunnyside, and 

presented to Christ Church in 

1920.  

He was an expert wood carver 

and examples of his work can be 

seen all around the church, 

many bearing thistle motifs. 

At the top of the font cover is a 

pelican and its young chicks in 

their nest. The pelican was be-

lieved to peck its own breast to 

nourish its young with its own 

blood. The bird was therefore 

used to represent Christ’s self-

sacrifice for humankind and as a 

symbol of charity. 

Rector Dan Gafvert based the 

service on the story of the pelican 

and all the children created 

beautiful pelican masks.  

You can see photos at 

christchurchlanark.com/font-

cover-restoration. 

Explore spiritual heritage in a small group 
A SEVEN-SESSION course based in Dundonald, Ayrshire, offers the 

chance to explore the riches of our Christian spiritual heritage and be 

challenged by their insights. 

Celtic, Benedictine, Franciscan, Carmelite, Ignatian, Julian and Iona 

Community influences will be discussed. Participants will be led by 

Chris King DCS, meeting as a 

small group once a month for two-

and-a-half hours.  

   Starting in October, Chris intro-

duces a different style of spiritual-

ity each month and provides ma-

terial for daily reflection over the 

next four weeks. Alongside the 

spiritual material, a different 

method of reflection is offered. 

   No previous knowledge is 

needed. The experience can be put 

to use in prayer groups, accompa-

nying others in prayer and put-

ting spirituality on the church 

agenda. 

   A follow-on course explores the 

same spiritualities, allowing par-

ticipants to deepen their under-

standing of them, but from the 

point of view of how we can use 

them to help others. It will also 

include small-group leadership 

skills and listening skills.  

   Dates and times of sessions will 

be agreed with participants. 

Contact Chris on 01563 851197 or 

chrisking99@tiscali.co.uk.  

ADVENT QUIET DAY 
 

Saturday 7 December 
10.30 am-3pm 

 

Holy Trinity & St Barnabas 

Paisley 

‘Advent Candles’ 

Led by Bishop Gregor Duncan 
 

or at 
 

St Ninian’s 

Castle Douglas 

‘Streams in the Desert’ 

Led by Rachel Inglis &  

Fiona Reader 
 

Bring lunch; tea and coffee  

will be provided. 
 

Apply to Jennifer FitzGibbon,  

secretary, development team for 

prayer and spirituality,  

e-mail j2fg@aol.com;  

phone 01294 823 992, before  

26 November if possible or write to 

the Diocesan Centre (mark  

envelope ‘Advent Quiet Day’). 

Train to lead worship 
WORSHIP leader training will take 

place at St Oswald’s Maybole,  

29-30 November. 

The course, over Friday evening 

(5.45‑9.30pm, including meal) and 

all Saturday, will be facilitated by 

ministry development officer Revd 

Canon Anne Tomlinson with mem-

bers of the development team for 

worship and liturgy. 

Trainees should have the backing 

of their vestry.  

There will be a small charge to 

cover the cost of materials.  

More details from Anne (email: 

mdo.gg@btinternet.com or ring 

0141 221 5720 on a Wednesday). 
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News and events in brief . . . 

R ADIO 4’s live Sunday morn-

ing service comes from St 

Margaret’s Newlands on 13 Octo-

ber. Tune in to hear it at 8.10am. 

  

T HE Ugandan Children’s 

Choir perform on Sunday 6 

October at 7.30pm with Kingsway 

artist Nathan Jess at Adelaide 

Place Baptist Church, 209 Bath 

Street, Glasgow. Tickets are £5. 

All proceeds go to the Fields of 

Life charity to build a school in 

Uganda.  

  

C ITY Praise 2013: Freedom 

Sunday is a concert of Chris-

tian praise and worship on 6 Oc-

tober at 8pm in Glasgow Royal 

Concert Hall, G2 3NY. Guest 

speaker Joseph D’Souza, of OM 

India, will speak on the struggle 

for freedom of India’s Dalits. For 

free tickets call 0131 208 0095.  

  

O N the Feast of St Matthew, 

21 September, in a packed 

St Columba’s Largs, Revd James 

Currall was ordained priest in the 

presence of well-wishers from the 

diocese, the Province, Glasgow 

University, local churches and 

civic life, and even New Zealand. 

On behalf of the congregation of 

St Columba’s, Father Gordon Fyfe 

presented James with a chasuble.  

  

M AYBOLE Piskies invite 

you to a Beetle Drive on 

Friday 4 October, 7pm, in St 

Oswald's Church hall, Cargill 

Road, KA19 8AF. Entry (adult £3, 

child £1) includes tea/coffee/juice 

and cake.  

  

T HERE is a coffee morning in 

aid of Macmillan Cancer 

Support on Saturday 5 October at 

St Cuthbert’s, 3 Brownside Road, 

Cambuslang G72 8NL.  

  

A  HEALING service takes 

place at St Cuthbert’s Cam-

buslang with Bishop Gregor on 

Sunday 20 October at 7pm.  

  

C AMPAIGNING for Begin-

ners is a free workshop de-

livered by the Sheila McKechnie 

Foundation at the Renfield Cen-

tre, 260 Bath Street, Glasgow G2 

4JP, 1-5pm. If you want to change 

the world, this aims to give you 

the confidence to make a real dif-

ference. Meet experienced cam-

paigners, get to grips with the 

building blocks of developing a 

campaign, and hear directly from 

politicians who might be on the 

receiving end of your future ac-

tion.  

Booking is essential. Email 

c a m p a i g n i n g @ t a k e o n e 

action.org.uk with a brief descrip-

tion of your interest, or call 020 

7700 8231. 

  

I NTERCESSION training is 

offered at St Ninian’s Castle 

Douglas DG7 1EX, led by the rec-

tor, Canon David Bayne. The date 

has been changed from 21 Sep-

tember to 5 October, 10am-

12noon. All welcome. Contact 

dwbayne@aol.com for further in-

formation.  

  

D RY rot eradication work on 

timber above the chancel 

and Lady Chapel at All Saints 

Jordanhill has been completed at 

a cost of £12,000.  

  

T HE God Factor, a course for 

enquirers offered regularly 

at St Mary’s Cathedral, begins a 

fresh series of weekly sessions 

this month.  

This nine-week course is for 

anyone with questions about the 

Christian faith and what it may 

offer to everyday life and to the 

world today. It is designed equally 

for people who don’t go to church, 

for people who do but find them-

selves exploring or re-thinking 

their faith, and for anyone inter-

ested. It is not high-pressure 

sales, nor is a clever answer for 

every question promised. The aim 

is to make it relevant, though, 

and it can be fun. 

Participants set the agenda and 

determine the meeting dates. 

There is food and a drink, a short 

presentation, and time for open 

discussion and questions in a 

small group in the Cathedral of-

fice. Cost is £3 per session to-

wards food and drink (first ses-

sion free) or £20 for the whole 

course (concessions available). 

The opening meeting is on Sun-

day 6 October at 12.30pm. To 

book a place or request more de-

tails phone 0141-339 6691. 

  

W ORLD Development Move-

ment’s Ayrshire group will 

hold another of its popular topical 

pub quizzes on Thursday 17 Octo-

ber, 7.30pm, in the Market Inn, 

Ayr. Entrance is £2 per person. 

Bring a team (up to six people) or 

come and join one to compete for a 

Fairtrade hamper. Contact  

ayrshire@wdmscotland.org.uk or 

01292 262259.  

  

S T Margaret’s Newlands ex-

tends an open invitation to 

its 10th annual ‘Time to Remem-

ber’ service of remembrance and 

thanksgiving for the lives of loved 

ones who have died, whether re-

cently or long ago. It’s at 3pm, 

Saturday 26 October. There will 

be music, readings, prayers, re-

flection and contemplation. If you 

think a relative, friend or 

neighbour would find this service 

helpful, you are encouraged to 

invite them and accompany them. 

Refreshments will be provided at 

the end of the Service. Contact 

Eileen Smith, 0141 423 2801. The 

church address is 353 Kilmarnock 

Road, G43 2DS.  

  

A T Holy Name Cumbernauld, 

Ray Gascoigne is to be li-

censed as a lay reader on Satur-

day 26 October at 11am. He and 

priest-in-charge Revd Moira 

Jamieson will work together, 

seeking to grow the congregation. 

This month, the church celebrated 

the 80th birthday of Canon John 

Woodley, who was priest-in-

charge 1977-1983, with lunch and 

cake after a service at which 

Canon John preached.  

  

A NTICIPATING the 2014 

Commonwealth Games, a 

More Than Gold prayer walk 

starts from St Mary’s Cathedral, 

G4 9JB, on Saturday 5 October. 

Participants are also invited to 
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join morning prayers in the Ca-

thedral at 9.30am. More than 

Gold prayer walks take place on 

the first Saturday of each month, 

10.30am–12noon.  

For more information visit 

morethangold2014.org.uk/prayer. 

  

B EGINNERS’ Hebrew classes 

start at Elshieshields, near 

Lockerbie, on Friday 11 October, 

11am to 1.30pm, with tutor Fr 

David Preston. Bring a sandwich. 

Coffee and soup provided. All will 

be most welcome even if just com-

ing for a taster. Classes will be 

free and probably held monthly. 

Phone David on 01557 330650 or 

Ann on 01387 810280.  

  

E STHER de Waal, who is well 

known for her books on 

Benedictine monasticism and 

Celtic spirituality, will be speak-

ing at Elshieshields, near Locker-

bie, on Saturday 19 October, 

10.30am.  

The title of her talk is ‘St Bene-

dict: guide and prophet’. Contact 

Ann Shukman (01387 810280, 

ann.shukman@virgin.net). 

  

W EB visitors can now sign 

up for daily or weekly up-

dates from All Saints Jordanhill 

at allsaintsjordanhill.org.uk.  

  

T HE Fresh Expressions move-

ment hosts a Vision Day in 

Edinburgh on Saturday 2 Novem-

ber. It is an ecumenical explora-

tion and celebration of fresh ex-

pressions of church. The day will 

include: creative worship and 

prayer; stories of fresh expres-

sions of church in Scotland and 

beyond; and input from Scottish 

church leaders plus Bishop Gra-

ham Cray and Andrew Roberts 

from Fresh Expressions, John 

Food banks? ‘No need!’ 
Blueprint proposes new approach to food poverty 

NO NEED for food banks in the new Scotland was just one of the big 

changes envisaged in Nourish Scotland’s enquiry into our future food 

system which took place last month in Edinburgh. 

Delegates from across Scotland, from farmers and crofters to people 

tackling food poverty in their own city communities, set out an ambi-

tious blueprint for doing better with food. 

The event was a two-day conference, ‘Feeding the Five Million’, ex-

amining issues of global food justice, food security and waste. Partici-

pants heard testimony from 15 expert witnesses covering everything 

from the experience of living in food poverty to the economics of short 

supply chains, from new food technologies to the impact of diet on 

health. 

They called for a change in overall government focus from measuring 

gross domestic product to focusing on well-being; and for Scottish citi-

zens to have the right to affordable healthy food. Delivering this would 

require new policies on land, on advertising and on food pricing – plus 

strategic investment in closer connections between existing farmers 

and citizens, in new training programmes and in a national network of 

new small urban and rural farms. These changes would lead to the 

creation of thousands of new skilled jobs in the food sector from grow-

ers, cooks, and bakers to community food brokers. 

In the short term, participants want to see a number of ‘food towns’ 

across Scotland given a delegated budget and powers to change their 

food system from the bottom up – and, as part of the 2014 Common-

wealth Games legacy, a ‘House of Food’ drawing on Copenhagen’s ex-

perience in transforming public food. 

Expert witness Rachelle Faroul who spoke about her work linking 

upstate farmers to low-income communities in New York said: “What 

really excites me about taking part in this enquiry is that this is about 

working with the strengths and assets within people and within com-

munities; it’s not about doing things to them. You’ve got a unique op-

portunity in Scotland to do amazing things.” 

You can hear the expert speakers on YouTube: youtube.com/watch?

Drane, Olive Fleming-Drane and 

Lou Davis.  

Visit resourcingmission.org.uk. 

  

S T Silas Community Choir 

presents A Night at the Mu-

sicals on Saturday 5 October at 

7.30pm. Admission is £5 

(concessions £3, children free). 

Soft drinks will be served in the 

interval or you are welcome to 

bring your own wine. It’s at the 

church, 69 Park Road, Glasgow 

G4 9JE.  

  

R EVD Pat Smith will be or-

dained priest at St 

Augustine’s Dumbarton at 2pm 

on 28 September. She will cele-

brate her first Eucharist on Sun-

day 29 September at the 11am 

service.  

  

S EPTEMBER saw an ecu-

menical ‘Come to Church’ 

initiative in Lanark. Banners 

were displayed across the town 

and leaflets detailing a wide list 

of services and other events were 

delivered to households through-

out the town.  

On Sunday 15 September, 

Christ Church Lanark intro-

duced ‘Worship through Song 

and Music’ as part of Music Sun-

day. The service was put to-

gether by Christ Church's team 

of organists with music from re-

corders, clarsachs, flute and gui-

tar as well as organ. Scripture 

and poetry readings were spread 

through the programme of 

hymns and songs. 

Said lay reader Robert Burgon: 

“Given the success of the service, 

the format is sure to be revisited 

in future planning.” 
  

T HE next diocesan pastoral 

care course starts on 11 Oc-

tober at St Oswald’s Maybole 

over three evenings (7‑9.30pm) 

and one Saturday.  

It is expected that participants 

will attend the entire course. A 

charge of £25 covers hand-outs 

and refreshments. 

Get a booking form from 

mdo.gg@btinternet.com or the 

diocesan office (0141 221 5720). 

Another chance to take the 

training will be offered in Janu-

ary in North Ayrshire. 
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Transforming church conflict 
A foundation course for church leaders 

TAKING place in Perth next May, this five-day residential 

course is focused on conflict in church settings. 
It will be led by Colin Patterson and Rupert Ward. Colin is assistant 

director of Bridge Builders, and an Anglican priest. He has worked as 

a training officer for the Diocese of Durham, is an experienced adult 

educator, and is author of the Grove booklet How to Learn Through 

Conflict, and a contributor to 101 Great Ideas for Growing Healthy 

Churches. Rupert leads a church in the centre of Edinburgh and has 

experience of training leadership groups in other churches and chari-

ties. He is a member of the International Association of Facilitators 

and has also trained in counselling and theology. 

Gill Young writes: “In 2008 I was part of a week's Bridge Builders 

course on Constructive Conflict Transformation. 

“For all involved in the course — Episcopalians, church leaders from 

other denominations and one or two community workers — it was a 

transformative and very practical experience. I constantly return to 

the ideas and resources provided that week. Many Episcopalians, espe-

cially those now in positions of leadership have benefited from this 

course, and the follow-up training days in Scotland. 

“Now it is exciting to learn that BB’s Transforming Church Conflict 

Course is to be held in Perth next May. Archbishop Welby is on Bridge 

Builders’ council of reference, and has recently appointed his own di-

rector for reconciliation at Lambeth. For all who lead, live or work with 

others, learning to cope with conflict and disagreement is vital. Con-

flict can sap energy and destroy lives. 

“A comment from a Scottish Baptist minister will speak to many 

overworked or stressed Christians: ‘This is a course which gives life 

and hope to those who find themselves in a dark, destructive place’.” 

Clergy and lay readers can use their learning accounts for course 

fees. The course is based at Kinnoul Monastery, 11-16 May. For more 

information and an application form, visit bbministries.org.uk. 

Gill Young represents Glasgow & Galloway on the  

Scottish Episcopal Church’s Faith & Order Board 

Recognising your 

gifts and vocation 
CANON Amiel Osmaston, the 

ministry development officer in 

the Diocese of Carlisle, has com-

pleted a revision of the course 

materials for Your SHAPE for 

God’s Service. 

This is a course which has been 

used to good effect in several 

charges in this diocese, as well as 

last year’s Glenalmond Youth 

Camp. 

It was designed to help lay peo-

ple discern their gifts and voca-

tions for God's service in their 

own congregations. The empha-

sis is everyday church life — see-

ing service, mission and ministry 

as integral parts of an individ-

ual's faith development in the 

life of the local church. 

The six-session course is espe-

cially useful in small churches 

whose members are not confi-

dent about having anything to 

offer.  

Your SHAPE looks at the 

whole person, helping people ex-

plore their Spiritual gifts, 

Heart’s desire, Abilities, Person-

ality and Experience. The mate-

rial may be freely adapted.  

You can download the free new 

edition from arankcentre.org/

yourshape. 

Churches and homelessness — a reflection 
SCOTTISH Churches Housing Action hosts a seminar on home-

lessness on Friday 4 October, 10am –3pm, in central Glasgow.  

Entitled ‘Churches and Homelessness – a reflection’, the seminar 

will hear from four distinguished speakers. 
 

Lt-Col Iain Barr of the Salvation 

Army will explore the biblical and 

historical roots of today’s commit-

ment to tackling homelessness; 
 

Revd Richard Frazer of Greyfri-

ars Kirk in Edinburgh will tell the 

story of the Grassmarket Project, 

established by the Greyfriars con-

gregation; 
 

Grant Campbell of Glasgow City 

Mission will describe his work 

with homeless people in Glasgow; 
 

Revd Sally Foster-Fulton of the 

Church & Society Council will de-

scribe how churches challenge the 

structures that lead to homeless-

ness and exclusion. 
 

It’s at the Renfield Centre. To 

book visit churches-housing.org. 

BISHOP SHARES  

PERSPECTIVES 

ON DEATH 
THE diocesan learning and 

discipleship development team’s 

latest lecture is ‘Perspectives on 

Death’.  

It will be delivered at two loca-

tions by Bishop Gregor.  

It’s on Monday 28 October, 

7.30-9pm, at Saint Ninian’s 

Church, Whitepark Road, Castle 

Douglas DG7 1EX.  

And it’s repeated at the same 

time on Monday 4 November 

at Holy Trinity & St Barnabas, 

Paisley.  

Tea and coffee will be served 

from 7pm.  

Contact team convener Revd 

Gordon Fyfe if you need more 

information: 01475 673143. 

NEXT DIOCESAN NEWS 
ITEMS for the November issue may 

be submitted by Monday 14 Octo-

ber as ordinary prose (not leaflets, 

adverts, posters or PDFs, please) to 

the editor, Susi Cormack Brown, c/

o Diocesan Centre, 5 St Vincent 

Place, Glasgow G1 2DH, or 

dns@episcopalglasgow.co.uk. 

   Diocesan News Service is pub-

lished 10 times a year by the Scot-

tish Episcopal Church, United Dio-

cese of Glasgow and Galloway 

(Scottish Charity Number: 

SC013925). Views expressed are 

not necessarily those of the editor 

or the Scottish Episcopal Church.  

   Contributed material may be ed-

ited at the discretion of the editor. 


