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Free E-Cards 
 
You can spread the message about the work 
of Barnabas Fund as you bless your friends 
and family with Christmas greetings. We 
have created Christmas eCards that can be 
emailed for free to your loved ones, along 
with a personalised message. There are 
three different Christmas designs to choose 
from, and the cards include a brief message 
about our work along with a Bible verse.

To send the Christmas eCards to your family 
and friends, simply visit our website at  
www.barnabasfund.org/christmas-cards and 
fill in your details, choose the design you 
would like and supply the email address of 
the recipient. This is a quick and easy way 
to spread the word about supporting the 
persecuted Church, while remembering 
your loved ones this Christmas time.

Dawa
The Islamic Strategy for 
Reshaping the Modern World

Patrick Sookhdeo 

In this easy-to-read book, Patrick Sookhdeo 
explains how Islam’s original missionary 
outreach strategy, dawa, is being applied 
today. Drawing on examples from multiple 
countries in every continent, he shows the 
effectiveness of the strategy and explains 
the Islamist theology and ideology that 
undergird it. 

ISBN: 978-0-9916145-3-0 | Paperback 

The Essential 
Guide for Helping 
Refugees
Includes Status Determination,  
Training and Advocacy  

Edited by Patrick Sookhdeo 

Many Christians are forced by persecution 
to become refugees, and they face 
immense challenges. This manual is 
designed to help churches to provide 
support and guidance for them during 
the application process, by outlining the 
processes and providing recommendations 
for action. It can be used as both a 
reference tool and a training resource.

ISBN: 978-0-9916145-2-3 | No. of pages: 128 | 
Paperback | RRP: £12.99 

To order these books, visit barnabasfund.org/shop. Alternatively, please 
contact your nearest Barnabas Fund office (addresses on back cover). 
Cheques for the UK should be made payable to “Barnabas Books”.

£9.99 (includes  P&P)

£12.99 (includes  P&P)
Released November



W riting in his first letter (1 Peter 5:8), Peter 
speaks of the devil as a roaring lion prowling 
looking for someone to devour. Most probably 

Peter had in mind the Emperor Nero and his hatred for 
Christianity, which resulted in untold numbers of horrific 
deaths. History tells us not only of Christians being fed 
to lions, but also of Christians being rolled up in bitumen 
and set alight, purely to amuse Nero’s guests, or Christians 
clothed in the skins of animals and then hunted for the en-
tertainment of his friends. For Nero, the life of a Christian 
was essentially worthless and they could be treated with 
any amount of brutality. His measure of inhumanity is be-
yond the imagination.  

In the Jewish faith, the lion is associated with the per-
secutor, and just as a lion hunts his prey so does the devil. 
The devil inspired Nero and countless other persecutors of 
the Church throughout the centuries who have sought to 
bring about the destruction of the Christian faith.  

The last few months have seen a new Nero arise in 
northern Iraq, clothed with awesome power, seeking to 
bring about the destruction of Christianity, to kill men, to 
enslave women, to butcher children, to break the cross.  The 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS or ISIL), which 
has now become the Islamic State, a geographical and 
political entity with enormous wealth and abundant arms, 
now controls territories that are gradually being ethnically 
cleansed of all Christians as well as of other minorities. 

The world has stood by and looked on. Leaders have 
condemned but procrastinated. Now the call is to arms: 
to bomb, to obliterate the Islamic State. But what of the 
Christian community? They have met with much sym-
pathy. Many politicians and media commentators have 
expressed their concern for Christians, but still no decisive 
action has been taken to save them. The real problem is that 

the Christians have no power, and because of this they are 
deemed irrelevant. They have no weapons, therefore they 
are deemed to be no threat. They have no oil, so they have 
no economic weight. For some politicians it seems better 
that the Christians should leave the Middle East, for then 
at least they would not be a complication in the situation.  

The Christian calling in verse 9 was to resist, not to 
oppose their persecutors but to be steadfast under persecu-
tion so that they do not become victims of the lion through 
apostasy. They are to stand strong in their conviction that 
theirs is the true faith and that their trust in God means their 
ultimate protection. To help them do so, they must remem-
ber that they are a part of a universal brotherhood, members 
of a global community, belonging to “the family of believers 
throughout the world [who are] undergoing the same kind 
of sufferings” (verse 9). They must also remember that after 
they have suffered a little while, Jesus Christ will be revealed 
and they will enter into God’s eternal glory (verse 10).  

The Islamic State group believes that they are usher-
ing in the new era when Jesus, whom they call Isa, is going 
return, in Damascus, and that he will lead them into the 
pathways of victory, that he will kill all pagans, destroy all 
crosses and convert all Christians to Islam. Their messiah 
will oversee the victory of Islam and the eradication of 
Christianity from the face of the earth. They are the lion. 

As we Christians approach the time of remembering 
the advent of our blessed Lord here on earth, we can be 
assured that we are awaiting the second coming of the true 
Messiah, the Prince of Peace, the One who loves totally and 
absolutely, who is merciful, compassionate and forgiving. 
Him we welcome into the world, and Him we embrace in 
this time of suffering that His light may shine through us 
and its radiance light up this dark world. The Lion of Judah 
has triumphed (Revelation 5:5).

Dr Patrick Sookhdeo
International DirectorContents
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Dream comes true

The dream of a 56-year-old 
woman in Pakistan finally came 
true this year thanks to support 
from Barnabas Fund. 

For many years she had longed 
to do a Bible reading during 
a Sunday church service. 
But as she, like many other 
impoverished Christians in 
Pakistan, was illiterate, this 
seemed impossible. 

This year, however, she 
completed a literacy course 
funded by Barnabas, giving 
her the skills to read aloud to 
the congregation. Our partner 
wrote, “Her sparkling eyes gave 
us a lot of inspiration to continue 
this project.”

Almost 200 Christians followed 
the Barnabas-funded literacy 
courses earlier this year through 
19 churches. Another 35 health 
talks were held in the first six 
months of this year, and during 
a two-day training course, 
another 100 women learned 
first aid and healthcare.

God’s hand on 
church

“Because of your open and 
sacrificial heart, we have a 
possibility to gather in this 
beautiful place,” a youth 
leader in a strict Central Asian 
country said about a building 
that Barnabas Fund helped 
insulate against the bitter 
winter weather. It is now usable 
throughout the year thanks to 
the double-glazed windows 
and protecting floor and roofing 
materials that were put in place.

Three churches, including one 
with 500 members, and other 
Christian groups make use 
of the building. Every week, 
around 45 church events take 
place within its walls. 

One of the congregations had lost 
their licence and church building 
in 2008. This happens frequently 
in this country, where the 
authorities vigorously suppress 
Christian activity. 

Our partner writes about the 
building, “People are very 
enthusiastic and see God’s hand 
on them.”

Counting the cost

The price of being a missionary 
became starkly apparent for 
three missionary couples whom 
Barnabas Fund has been 
enabling to attend four training 
seminars in Cameroon over the 
course of two years.

On 24 July, the final day of the 
fourth seminar, they were told 
that Jean-Marcel Kesvere, a 
fellow missionary, who had 
been planning to attend the 
seminar with his wife, had been 
kidnapped by Boko Haram and 
that his body had been found 
earlier that day. 

Yakob, one of the participants, 
said, “Yes, the Christian faith 
has a price, but missionary 
work in a context of persecution 
requires a greater price. I am 
ready to pay for my Lord as my 
brother Kesvere.”

COMPASSION 
IN ACTION how barnabas  is helping
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A literacy class for impoverished 
Christian women in Pakistan

One of the participating 
Cameroonian missionary couples 

This Central Asian church 
building can now be used 
throughout the year

£3,305 for four 
Christian seminars
(US$5,418; €4,221)

£14,735 for church 
building
(US$23,860; €18,423) £4,092 for women’s 

health talks and 
literacy classes 
(US$6,620; €5,116)
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Defending 
blasphemy victims

Not many lawyers in Pakistan 
are willing to represent victims 
accused of blasphemy because 
of the enormous threat of losing 
their own lives at the hand of 
radical Islamists. 

But a group of Christian lawyers 
that Barnabas Fund has 
supported for many years has 
made blasphemy victims their 
focus group, fully trusting God 
to help them. They also help 
victims of other types of religious 
intolerance, such as converts from 
Islam. In the first half of 2014 the 
ministry worked on 85 cases, five 
of which were blasphemy cases. 

The ministry also provided a safe 
house for women, as well as 
one for ten families whose lives 
would be in imminent danger as 
blasphemy victims and converts 
from Islam. Besides food and 
shelter, these families also 
received basic Christian teaching 
to strengthen their faith during 
these difficult times.

Farming rewards

Learning a new farming 
technique through a Christian 
organisation in Zimbabwe is 
bringing rich rewards to hundreds 
of impoverished Christians. 

A Christian called Gogo reported 
that the size of her crops tripled 
over the four years that she has 
been practising the new type of 
agriculture. She can now grow 
enough to feed her family and 
other members of her community.

The ministry’s teaching also 
has a spiritual and discipleship 
component. Duncan, another 
recipient of the training, 
testified, “I was so encouraged 
by the Word of God that went 
along with the teaching. It 
changed and transformed my 
spiritual life powerfully.”

Deprived, but now 
self-sufficient

Fifty women in northern 
Kenya, all having experienced 
deprivation after converting 
from Islam to Christianity, are 
becoming self-sufficient through 
microloans from Barnabas Fund.

Over the course of six months, 
they first received skills training 
in the type of business they 
wanted to start up, and then a 
small loan to help kick off their 
small enterprise.

The business of one of the 
women, who received an initial 
loan of £73 (US$120; €92)  
grew so much that she had 
made a profit of £437 (US$720; 
€555) after six months. This is 
helping her pay her rent and 
feed her family.

The women also came together 
as a Bible study group, led by the 
partner ministry. Many testify to 
their excitement at discovering the 
love of God through the study.

COMPASSION 
IN ACTION

Strengthened and encouraged. This is how many 
Christians tell us they feel when they receive 
support from Barnabas Fund. Thank you for making 
this possible. The following pages are just a few 
examples of the many ways we have recently helped 
persecuted and pressurised Christians.
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A Christian woman in Zimbabwe 
stands in front of her crops

Giving thanks for a blasphemy 
victim’s safe arrival at the officeOne of the women in front of 

her roadside shop

£7,401 for farming training
(US$11,973; €9,253)

£20,000 for legal work 
and family safe house 
(US$32,789; €25,548)£22,756 for starting 

small businesses
(US$36,814; €28,452)
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In a matter of hours Typhoon Haiyan 
swept away the roof over Mary’s head, 
toppling over the walls and dispersing 
her belongings. In one day in November 
2013, the home she had worked so hard 
to provide for herself and her daughter 
became uninhabitable.

Mary received one of the 1,920 shelter 
repair kits that Barnabas Fund made 
available to typhoon victims in the 
Philippines. Her relatives and congregation 
members were able to repair her home 
using the kit, which contained, amongst 
others, 14 sheets of galvanised iron, 
wooden planks, and various types of nails 
and tools. “I really thank the Lord for his 
goodness and faithfulness to us,” she told 
a visiting Barnabas Fund partner when 
showing him her repaired home.

Besides helping through food distribution, 
and large-scale, on-going projects to rebuild 
churches and homes, Barnabas Fund is 
also involved in restoring typhoon victims’ 
livelihoods. This way they can become 
independent again. 

Seventy Christian families have already 
received fishing boats and nets to restart 
their fishing business. A coconut carving 
business was started to provide work 
for Christians who lost their mango 
trees businesses. And hundreds more 
families were able to start livelihoods in 
diverse micro-businesses such as guitar 
making, rickshaw building, farming and 
convenience stores.

Parents and children love Bethlehem school

Typhoon Haiyan restoration

£150,000 for Christian school  
for one year 
(US$242,891; €187,543)

£333,055 for Typhoon  
Haiyan relief 
(US$545,975; €425,434)

Project reference 65-420

Project reference 42-845

This fishing boat is now providing income for 
a typhoon-affected Filipino Christian family

A mother and daughter absorbed in an 
Open Day art activity

Both parents and children are definite in 
their judgment of St Aphrem’s School, near 
Bethlehem: they love it. Founded with help 
from Barnabas Fund over ten years ago, 
Barnabas’ annual support means that the 
school only has to charge minimal fees to 
poor Christian families.

Its strong Christian character is appreciated 
by both parents and pupils. “We feel the 
power of Christianity and Christian belief 
living within the walls of this school,” 
said Jacob, a parent. And a pupil felt that 

because of the school, “we understand the 
meaning of life through the Lord.” 

This September 62 tots started in the first 
nursery class. And the school’s total number 
of students increased from 400 last year to 
460 pupils this school year.  

Lily, in grade nine, said, “No matter where 
we go and no matter how full the school 
building is, we shall never ever even think 
of leaving.”

COMPASSION 
IN ACTION

bringing hope,   transforming lives
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“[The house] has brought huge 
joy to me and my family. We 
are overwhelmed by the love of 
God’s people towards us.”

Janardhan Nayak, whose family  
received a home from Barnabas Fund

It took five years for Anjana in India to 
gather enough courage to return to her 
village with her two daughters. 

“I never dreamt that communal violence 
will happen in my village,” she said. But 
in August 2008, a second wave of anti-
Christian violence swept over Orissa 
state, and, as in December 2007, Hindu 
extremists started attacking the homes of 
their Christian neighbours. 

Anjana relates that when she returned to 
her home after gathering wood, “I saw the 
people running towards the jungle. I saw 
that many houses are burning. When I 

reached my house, it was also burning and 
everything had been destroyed.”

In the mayhem that followed with many 
Christian families running away for safety, 
she lost her two children. “I cried to the Lord 
and prayed for their safety.” Her prayers were 
answered and she found them in the jungle 
the following morning.

“Many of my neighbours and village people 
were with me in the jungle for two days. We 
didn’t have food,” she remembers.

The small family moved to a city after a month-
long stay at a relief camp. Anjana struggled to 
pay the rent and bring in enough to feed her 
children. For five years she could not afford to 
send her daughters to school.

Her daughters’ education was the deciding 
factor for her to return to the village. “After I 
came back to the village, I was shocked to 

see the gravity of the destruction and I was not 
ready to accept these things. In my village, no 
one is ready to help me.”

“I committed everything in God’s hands, 
and the powerful God heard my prayers. He 
helped me through [Barnabas Fund] to fulfil 
my desire.” 

Now Anjana and her two daughters are 
living in their own home again. “I am 
extremely thankful to… Barnabas Fund; 
they are really working for the riot-affected 
people in Kandhamal.” 

So far, with support from Barnabas Fund, 
1,226 houses have been fully constructed or 
repaired. Another 305 are under construction, 
and plans are in place to build hundreds more.

Home after six years without

£58,227 for building homes  
(US$ 94,285; € 72,792)

Project reference 21-723

A mother and daughter in front of their new home

“I committed 
everything in God’s 
hands, and the 
powerful God heard 
my prayers”

COMPASSION 
IN ACTION

bringing hope,   transforming lives
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CAMPAIGNS

Syria petition gains support 
 

Our thanks go out to all who 
have shown their support 
for our suffering brothers and 
sisters in Syria by signing our 
Syria petition. Almost 55,000 
supporters from a range of 
countries have signed the 

petition, which calls on national governments to recognise the plight 
of Syrian Christians, ensure humanitarian aid reaches vulnerable 
minorities and work towards those outcomes in Syria that allow 
freedom, equality and justice for all without discrimination.

The petition was delivered to the Australian Parliament on 29 May 
2014, to the Foreign and Commonwealth Office in the UK and to 
the European Commission on 26 June, and to the New Zealand 
Parliament on 30 July.  

The response from the authorities has been very positive, 
and a number of them have commented on the volume 
of correspondence received from the public and political 
representatives on issues concerning the persecution of 
Christians, including in Syria. It is clear that your concern for 
these matters is having an impact in the public arena. 

Barnabas Fund remains committed to speaking out about Syria 
alongside its major project efforts to support our beleaguered 
Syrian brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Christians in much of the Middle East are facing persecution on 
an unprecedented level. Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi Christians 
have been displaced from their homes by the Islamist group ISIS 
(now calling itself the Islamic State), which has seized vast swathes 
of territory in northern Iraq. Many believers were told to convert, pay 
the jizya subjugation tax, flee or die and were robbed of all of their 
possessions. Left with nothing but the clothes on their backs, these 
Christians are homeless, helpless and starving. 

Similarly, Christians in Syria have been persecuted by Islamist 
rebels since the civil war broke out in 2011. Church leaders and 
church buildings have been particularly targeted in violent attacks. 
In some places Islamists have imposed sharia law on local 
communities, and some Christians have been faced with the same 
four options: convert, submit, flee or die. 

It is time for Christians around the world to speak out against 
the senseless, brutal and systematic violence against and killing 
of Christians in the Middle East. Barnabas Fund is calling upon 
national governments and bodies all over the world to consider 
their international responsibility to protect Christian minorities 
who are facing genocide and extinction. 

Please sign our petition, which calls upon our governments and 
the United Nations to: intervene and protect Christians and other 
minorities in the Middle East, allow Christian refugees into our 
countries, and support humanitarian aid to Christians in the Middle 
East. The petition can be cut out and photocopied overleaf, or 
downloaded or signed online at www.barnabasfund.org/MEpetition. 
Additional paper copies are available from your nearest Barnabas 
office (addresses on back cover).

The Syria petition being presented by Colin Johnston of 
Barnabas Fund (left) to Luke Simpkins, a member of the 
Australian Parliament

Making your voice 
heard through 
Barnabas

Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi Christians are displaced

Save the Christians of 
the Middle East petition

8 BARNABAS AID  NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2014



W
e,

 th
e 

un
de

rs
ig

ne
d,

 c
al

l u
po

n 
ou

r g
ov

er
nm

en
t a

nd
 th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
N

at
io

ns
:

1.
 to

 in
te

rv
en

e 
ac

tiv
el

y 
to

 p
ro

te
ct

 C
hr

is
tia

ns
 a

nd
 o

th
er

 
m

in
or

iti
es

 in
 th

e 
M

id
dl

e 
E

as
t, 

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 Ir

aq
 a

nd
 

S
yr

ia
, f

ro
m

 g
en

oc
id

e,
 p

er
se

cu
tio

n 
an

d 
te

rr
or

;

2.
 to

 a
llo

w
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

re
fu

ge
es

 in
to

 o
ur

 c
ou

nt
rie

s 
an

d 
to

 
ta

ke
 a

ct
iv

e 
st

ep
s 

to
 p

ro
m

ot
e 

hu
m

an
ita

ria
n 

as
yl

um
 

an
d 

a 
po

si
tiv

e 
w

el
co

m
e;

3.
 to

 s
up

po
rt 

an
d 

gi
ve

 h
um

an
ita

ria
n 

ai
d 

to
 C

hr
is

tia
ns

 in
 

Ira
q,

 S
yr

ia
 a

nd
 e

ls
ew

he
re

 in
 th

e 
M

id
dl

e 
E

as
t a

nd
 to

 
pr

ov
id

e 
as

si
st

an
ce

 to
 th

os
e 

fle
ei

ng
 a

s 
re

fu
ge

es
.

N
am

e
A

dd
re

ss
Po

st
co

de
C

ou
nt

ry
Em

ai
l

Si
gn

at
ur

e

Jo
hn

 S
m

it
h

2
0,

 T
he

 S
tr

ee
t,

 T
he

 T
ow

n,
 T

he
 A

re
a

X
X
0
0
 0

X
X

Co
un

tr
y 

jo
hn

sm
it
h@

em
ai

l.c
om

W
e 

w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 p
os

t y
ou

 fu
rth

er
 n

ew
s 

an
d 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

fo
r p

ra
ye

r. 
Pl

ea
se

 p
ut

 a
 c

ro
ss

 in
 th

e 
bo

x 
on

 th
e 

rig
ht

 if
 y

ou
 d

o 
no

t 
w

an
t t

o 
re

ce
iv

e 
an

yt
hi

ng
 b

y 
po

st
. B

y 
pr

ov
id

in
g 

yo
ur

 e
m

ai
l a

dd
re

ss
 y

ou
 a

re
 o

pt
in

g 
to

 re
ce

iv
e 

ne
w

s 
an

d 
up

da
te

s 
by

 e
m

ai
l. 

W
e 

w
ill 

ne
ve

r p
as

s 
on

 y
ou

r p
os

ta
l a

dd
re

ss
 o

r e
m

ai
l d

et
ai

ls
 to

 th
ird

 p
ar

tie
s.

 
Pl

ea
se

 re
tu

rn
 c

om
pl

et
ed

 p
et

iti
on

 fo
rm

s 
by

 3
0 

A
pr

il 
20

15
 to

: B
ar

na
ba

s 
Fu

nd
, 9

 P
rio

ry
 R

ow
, C

ov
en

try
, C

V1
 5

EX
.

Th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r y
ou

r 
su

pp
or

t.

SA
VE

 T
H

E 
C

H
R

IS
TI

A
N

S 
O

F 
TH

E 
M

ID
D

LE
 E

A
ST



C hristians in many parts of the 
Middle East are living both in fear 
of violent attack by Islamists and in 

need of basic essentials for daily living. The 
militant Islamist group ISIS (now known as 
the Islamic State) has cut a swathe of terror 
across much of Iraq enforcing brutal rule on 
Christians and other minorities. Christians 
in Mosul were offered the choice of: convert 
to Islam, pay the traditional Islamic jizya 
tax (a sign of non-Muslim submission as 
second-class citizens), leave, or be killed. 
In July 2014 tens of thousands fled, often to 
be robbed of everything at ISIS checkpoints, 
and to barely escape with just the clothes 
they stood up in.  In August, the number of 
displaced swelled to hundreds of thousands 
as ISIS fighters advanced and overran 
Qaraqosh, the largest Christian-majority town 
in Iraq on 7th August.

The UN and many national governments 
have condemned what they describe as 
the “systematic persecution” of Christians. 
The French government has indicated that 
France is ready to offer asylum to Iraqi 
Christians forced to flee from Mosul. 

Yet similar events have been happening 
in Syria for several years. Islamist rebels 
have focused their violence especially 
on Christians, their church buildings and 
their church leaders. Where possible 
they have imposed sharia law locally. 

The inventive gruesomeness and cruelty 
of some of the killings seem deliberately 
designed to intimidate or drive out the 
Christian community. Many of Syria’s two 
million Christians have also been offered 
the four-fold choice of conversion, abject 
submission, flight or death. It is small 
wonder that hundreds of thousands have 
fled their homes. 

Christianity’s birthplace is in the Middle East. 
Churches and communities there can trace 
their history back some 2,000 years – many 
years before Christianity reached much 
of Europe, the Americas, Australasia and 
other parts of the world. Yet Christianity in 
many parts of the Middle East is facing the 
real possibility of extinction, while Christian 
people face virtual genocide. 

In 1900 about 32% of Ottoman Turkey’s 
population was Christian – but the Armenian 
Genocide, which peaked in April 1915, 
reduced the proportion to 1.8% by 1927. 
At least 1.5 million Armenian and Assyrian 
Christians died in the tragedy that Armenians 
call their “Golgotha”. Many were killed; 
many others died of exhaustion, illness 
or deprivation as they trudged across the 
Middle East, seeking refuge. News of the 
terrible events of 100 years ago was sent to 
the West as the situation developed, but the 
response was silence.  We must not let that 
happen again. This time Christians around 

the world must speak out against the horror. 
We must not let history repeat itself.  We call 
upon national governments and bodies to 
consider their international responsibility to 
protect in these situations where religious 
minorities are facing extinction.

“I don’t wish my experiences in Mosul 
on any human being on earth. They 
threatened us with death. They forced 
us to pay jizya – knowing that we can’t, 
since for years we have lived close 
to poverty… In our emergency we 
Christians looked for help everywhere, 
but they didn’t help us… I plead to the 
international community, to churches, 
to human rights organisations, to the 
UN – to all who promote peaceful living 
together, to help us!”

Iraqi Christian woman (speaking to Ishtar, an As-
syrian TV channel)

9 Priory Row, Coventry, CV1 5EX  
Tel: 024 7623 1923   
Email: info@barnabasfund.org

www.barnabasfund.org
Barnabas Fund is a company registered in England no. 
4029536,  Registered Charity no. 1092935

“We insist that what has been inflicted 
on our people in Mosul is a war crime. 
Forced displacement on the basis of 
religious belief, be it Islam or Christian-
ity, is a crime against humanity…

Syriac Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius Aphrem II

SAVE THE CHRISTIANS 
OF THE MIDDLE EAST

Please sign the petition on the 
previous page and encourage 
others to do the same within your 
church and community. You can 
photocopy this sheet or obtain 
additional copies by contacting 
your local Barnabas office (address 
on back cover). This petition can 
also be downloaded from  
www.barnabasfund.org/MEpetition 
Write to your MP or other elected 
representative and urge them  
to put pressure on your 
government to act.
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1 Peter 5
The last main section of the letter begins at 4:12. The opening paragraph (4:12-
19) expounds the nature of Christian suffering and the proper response to it in 
the context of God’s final judgment. The first two paragraphs of chapter 5 then 
address the internal relations of the Christian community (1-5), and its conduct 
towards the world outside (6-11), in the same end-time perspective. The second 
of these paragraphs sums up the whole of this section as well as the letter as a 
whole. The conclusion (12-14) follows the standard form used in many New 
Testament (NT) letters, but in such a way as to reinforce the letter’s message.

Relations within the community (5:1-5)
The teaching of these verses relates to the common life of the churches. Advice 
is given first to “elders” or leaders, then to “younger” or more junior members, 
and finally to the whole community; the last appeal is supported by an Old Testa-
ment quotation. While the elders are to lead in a very specific way, the younger 
people are to submit to this leadership, but all this is to happen in a context of 
mutual humility.

The term “elders” could refer just to older people or to those who are 
senior in the faith, but the following verses suggest that they are a group who 
exercise a leadership role within the community. There is probably some over-
lap between these definitions anyway, as in the early churches the older and 
more established people would more naturally assume positions of leadership. 

The author names himself as a fellow elder, a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, and a partner in the glory that is about to be revealed (v. 1). Although at 
the beginning of the letter he has called himself “an apostle of Jesus Christ” (1:1), 
here he refers to what he has in common with the elders whom he is addressing. 
He too is a leader of the Christian community; he too suffers as a result of his 
Christian witness; he too will share in the glory in which Christ will soon be dis-
closed. He is both reminding the elders of their privilege and responsibility and 
identifying himself with them to encourage their response. He is also giving them 
an example of the humility that he will later urge upon them and all his readers.

The elders are called to shepherd the flock of God that is in their charge 
(v. 2a). This image of leadership is drawn from the OT, where God is the shep-
herd of His people Israel, and their leaders are also called shepherds. It implies 
that the role of leaders is to care for and nourish their congregations. Moreover, 
the sheep belong to God and not to the leaders, so the leaders cannot claim any 
rights over them. Their task involves exercising oversight, keeping watch over 
them for their good.

In this issue, we conclude our se-
ries of pull-out supplements 
on the first letter of Peter in 

the New Testament. The letter is written 
from somewhere called “Babylon” (5:13), 
which is probably a symbolic reference 
to Rome, intended to identify the Roman 
Empire as the place of exile for God’s peo-
ple. The readers are exiles and foreigners 
in a land that is not their own; their values 
and customs are different. As a result, they 
suffer contempt and rejection at the hands 
of their fellow-citizens. This is intended 
to bully and shame them into abandoning 
their Christian beliefs and lifestyle and 
reverting to their old ways.

So 1 Peter is written to encourage 
its readers to persevere in their faith and 
discipleship in the face of hostility and to 
guide them in how to do so. For this rea-
son, it speaks powerfully to contemporary 
Christians as well as to its original readers. 
All over the world today, we too live in 
our own “Babylons”, experiencing vari-
ous levels of scorn, rejection and hostility 
for Christ’s sake. In many countries this 
involves intense discrimination, harass-
ment or persecution, while in the West 
it usually takes the form of more subtle 
social pressure. We too are called to stay 
faithful to Christ in our hostile world, and 
in this letter we find teaching to sustain us 
and instruction to direct us.

Living in Babylon
 

Faithful to Christ in a  
hostile world

LIVING IN 
BABYLON
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In circumstances of anti-Christian pressure and persecution, whether subtle or 
severe, good pastoral leadership is essential for the churches. It guards the unity of 
a congregation, helps it to hold together, and thus enables it to survive. Elders and  
leaders have a special responsibility to take the initiative in equipping the Christian 
community to persevere through the sufferings that we have to undergo for Christ.

The letter then specifies the way in which leadership is to be exercised (vv. 
2b-3). Elders must do their work not under compulsion, but willingly; they are to 
accept their responsibilities without excessive pressure or compulsion. They must 
serve eagerly and not for shameful gain; they are not to do so out of desire for re-
muneration (even though this may properly be provided). And they are to lead not 
by lording it over their congregations but by setting an example to the flock; they 
are to reject dictatorial authoritarianism and instead demonstrate the right way to 
live to those whom they lead.

This style of leadership not only stabilises the Christian community to with-
stand social pressure and hostility. It also ensures that when Christ returns, the leaders 
will receive a reward (v. 4). He is the chief Shepherd of God’s flock, whose ministry 
they share and to whom they are subordinate, and those who exercise it faithfully 
will be given eternal honour.

The letter’s instruction to the more junior members of the churches is much 
briefer; they are to submit to elders (v. 5a). This call is not to blind obedience; rather,  
it is a call to respect the elders’ spiritual and moral authority and to imitate their 
example. It presupposes that elders are following the directions in the preceding 
verses. Submission to such leadership also helps to keep congregations together in 
the face of persecution.

All these guidelines find their wider context in verse 5b, where all the readers 
are encouraged to clothe themselves in humility towards one another. This humility, 
expressed in mutual love and service, will guard the community against the external 
pressures that threaten to destroy it and enable its members to stay faithful to Christ. 
As a result, they can confidently hope to share in the glory that will follow God’s 
judgment. This hope of vindication is expressed and proved by Scripture, namely 
Proverbs 3:34, which says that God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.

Churches that exhibit this kind of relationship between leaders, those they 
lead, and between all their members are the best equipped to stand firm for Christ 
in a hostile world. 

Conduct towards the world (5:6-11)
These verses deal with the behaviour that is appropriate for Christians in relation 
to the world outside, and in so doing they also sum up the wider section and the 
letter. They provide an explanation of the quote from Proverbs in verse 5 and are 
designed to encourage the readers to embrace the kind of lifestyle that is required 
in the current crisis: the fiery ordeal of persecution that Christians must experience 
in these end-times. Because God opposes the proud and gives grace to the humble, 
this is how we should live.

Verse 6 restates the appeal in verse 5; we are to humble ourselves under God’s 
powerful hand. But the emphasis here is different: the call is to accept the lowly 
status that our hostile society bestows upon us by its rejection and hostility, in the 
knowledge that this is God’s sovereign will for us. We are to do this so that after we 
have trodden the path of humility, God may exalt us in honour at the proper time: 
that is, when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

A similar point is made in verse 7. Our humility before God is to be expressed 
in our casting all our anxiety upon Him on the basis of His care for us. If we recog-
nise that our persecutions fall within God’s good purposes for us, then we can trust 

Equipping leaders to 
encourage the persecuted
A group of 65 pastors in 
Kyrgyzstan attended a 
conference sponsored by 
Barnabas on the place of 
suffering in the Christian 
life. Most of them lead small 
churches in villages and 
towns and face persecution 
from local Muslims. The 
seminar, which was based 
on 1 Peter, changed the 
attitude of many of them to 
suffering for Christ. One of 
them said, “I understand now 
that I need to face suffering 
with joy and gratitude.” 
They said that they would 
preach about suffering in 
their churches and encourage 
the believers to stand firm 
in the face of persecution.
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Him to look after us in the midst of them in order to bring us through them into the 
glorious salvation that He has prepared for us.

So whether our sufferings as Christians are slight or intense, these verses pro-
vide us with the assurance that they conform to God’s will and bring us future glory. 
The fact that we bear contempt and antagonism for Christ’s sake does not mean that 
we have been cast off by God. On the contrary: it means that we are the objects of 
His care and favour and will be honoured by Him at the return of Christ.

Verses 8-9 then point beyond the human opposition that the readers are ex-
periencing to its source in the embodiment of spiritual evil, the devil. He is our ul-
timate adversary, and he is stalking around like a lion, seeking someone to destroy 
utterly. So we must be sober and stay awake, alert for his attacks. We must also resist 
him, not by fighting back against our human enemies (which the letter has already 
forbidden), but by entrusting ourselves firmly to God’s care. We can do this in the 
knowledge that our experience of sufferings is not unique to us; the whole family 
of believers throughout the world is shouldering the same burden, even though it is 
no doubt heavier in some places than others.

These verses assure us that the slanders and deprivations that we have to endure 
as Christians are undeserved and do not reflect badly upon us. They also remind us 
that we do not face them alone; we are part of a worldwide Christian family that 
shares them with us. They tell us that, armed with this knowledge, we are to make 
what are the most basic Christian responses to the challenge of persecution: to guard 
against the devil by constant vigilance and to resist him by faith in God. 

Verses 10 and 11 provide a promise and an expression of praise to God. He is 
the God of all grace; we have His favour in the present and the promise of His sal-
vation in the future. He has called us in Christ to His eternal glory; He intends that 
His greatness and perfection will be for ever disclosed in us and has taken action to 
achieve this goal. So after we have suffered the world’s hostility for a relatively short 
time – the duration of the present age – He will establish us on a secure foundation. 
To Him belongs power for ever; it is He who will prevail at the last. 

So although Christians are involved in the final battle between good and evil, 
between God and the devil, we cannot ultimately be harmed while we remain faith-
ful to Christ. We have to suffer rejection and hostility from others, but our God is 
mightier than the devil who inspires this opposition. He will guard us in the present 
and bring us through to share His salvation and glory in the future. Those who resist 
the social and cultural pressure to compromise or abandon their Christian faith will 
share in God’s final and eternal victory.

Although 1 Peter has urged us to submit to established authority within social 
institutions such as the state, the workplace and the family, it has also insisted that 
such subordination is not absolute. When it conflicts with the demands of faithful-
ness to Christ, we are to do what is right without fear of the consequences. Doing so 
is likely to provoke greater antagonism against us from our society, but on the basis 
of these verses, positioned at the climax of the letter, we can be confident that God 
will care for us now and rescue us in the end. 

Signing off (5:12-14)
The conclusion of 1 Peter contains a number of elements found at the same place 
in other NT letters and evidently reflects a standard if variable format. The person 
who is sent to deliver the letter is identified and commended to its readers (v. 12a); 
the intention of the letter is summarised and its content commended, with a final 
appeal following (v. 12b); then come greetings and a closing blessing (vv. 13-14).

Silvanus, the bearer of the letter, is described as a faithful brother who carries 
apostolic approval. That is to say, he is an example of the kind of person that the 

A God who cares
The practical help that 
Christians can offer to their 
brothers and sisters who 
are suffering most severely 
because of their love for Christ 
does not meet only their 
physical needs; it can also 
renew their faith in God’s care. 
After one food distribution 
funded by Barnabas to 
Christian families at a refugee 
camp in East Africa, some 
people responded with tears 
of joy. One church leader said, 
“This is a true demonstration 
of how much the Lord cares.” 
A Barnabas partner who 
has organised feeding and 
farming programmes for 
downtrodden Christians in 
Zimbabwe said, “The focus 
[is] to have them spiritually, 
emotionally and practically 
encouraged to believe in a 
God who cares about them.”
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author wants the readers to be: a loyal member of God’s family whose life presum-
ably reflects the teaching contained in the letter. The reference to the length of the 
letter is not a description – 1 Peter is not brief by ancient standards! – but a polite 
convention intended to support the author’s appeal.

The letter has been written to testify to the substance of the Christian message 
and to encourage the readers to respond appropriately to it. The author commends 
the contents as an expression of the true grace of God, His favour to His people in the 
midst of their sufferings. And he urges the readers to stand fast in that grace, which 
amounts to our maintaining our faithfulness to Christ, in whom grace is given to us.

The greeting from “she who is in Babylon” is widely believed to come from 
the Church in Rome, the capital of the Roman Empire where God’s people are now 
in exile. But that church is also said to be chosen, together with the readers. The 
sending church and the receiving churches are both foreigners in a land not their 
own, but they have both been chosen by God to receive the privileges of His people. 
That choice and those privileges make sense of the hostility that we experience in 
our own Babylons today. 

A greeting is added from Mark, described as a “son” of the author, and then the 
readers are told to greet one another with a kiss of love, a practice normally followed 
within the family. These references remind us that Christians are members of one 
family, which is to be characterised by mutual love. This love holds the community 
together in the face of external pressure to fall away and fracture. The final blessing 
is for peace to all who are in Christ, all Christians: for that harmony within ourselves 
and with other believers that allows us to stay faithful to Him in a hostile world.  

Conclusion
The fifth chapter of 1 Peter brings the last main section of the letter to a fitting conclu-
sion with teaching regarding both the internal relations of the Christian community 
and its conduct towards those outside. The instruction given to elders and to those 
whom they lead, and to the readers generally about our relationships with each other, 
are aimed at equipping the churches to withstand the social pressure that they face to 
turn away from Christ. And the setting of this opposition within the wider context of 
a cosmic battle between God and the devil assures us of ultimate victory, provided 
we are prepared to humble ourselves before God and put our trust in Him. The let-
ter’s conclusion drives home its whole message in various ways.

First Peter speaks powerfully to the churches’ experience of persecution in its 
own and every age. It sets out our new status as God’s people and the hope of sal-
vation that we have in Christ, and it calls us to a changed lifestyle that reflects these 
blessings, and that includes our roles as citizens, workers and spouses. It promises us 
that undeserved suffering cannot harm us if we handle it properly, because of Christ’s 
victory over evil, and it guides us in our relations with each other and with our hostile 
society. It expounds the nature of Christian suffering and the right response to it in 
the context of cosmic warfare and final judgment, assuring us that God will bring 
us through our present sufferings into future glory. In all these ways it provides us 
with rich resources to enable us to remain faithful to Christ while living in Babylon.
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“Dr. Fadi,” an Iraqi professor at the University of Mosul and a Christian, 
put his wife, two daughters, mother and two sisters into a vehicle, 
along with money, documents and even some furniture. Together the 
family headed out of Mosul, seeking safety in Iraqi Kurdistan. Like 
thousands of other Christians Dr Fadi was responding to a threat from 
the Islamist militant group ISIS, which gave Christians less than 24 
hours to convert to Islam, pay the jizya subjugation tax or leave. If they 
did not, the brutal track record of ISIS showed that Christians would 
certainly be slaughtered. 

To their dismay the travellers encountered 
a roadblock set up by ISIS. The militants 
seized their car and everything in it, and 
even what they had in their pockets. Hurling 
insults at them, the men ordered the family 
to continue on foot. They had no option but 
to walk barefoot for tens of kilometres in 
scorching temperatures.

This is just one of many thousands of 
Christian families who fled from ISIS 
militants in the summer of 2014 and have 
received help from Barnabas Fund, such  
as food, medicines, blankets and 
mattresses. Where possible, cooking pans, 
cool boxes and water containers were also 
provided. Our funds have also enabled local 
churches to install cooking and washing 
facilities and water tanks to help the 
hundreds of newly arrived and traumatised 
believers now living, eating and sleeping in 
each church’s premises.

Rapid response
Thanks to our existing network of trusted 
local partner organisations and churches in 
northern Iraq, Barnabas Fund was able to 
respond instantly. Mosul fell to ISIS fighters 
on 10 June, and we sent funds to help the 
fleeing Christians on 12 June. On 18 July 
ISIS issued a terrifying ultimatum to any 
Christians who remained in Mosul (which 
was due to expire the next day) and on 21 
July we sent another aid grant. On 7 August 
ISIS overran the Christian towns and 
villages of the Nineveh plain, prompting an 
estimated 200,000 Christians to flee. On 14 
August we sent further help.  

We are thankful to God and to all our 
supporters that we were able to help at 
least 30,000 displaced Iraqi Christians in 
the first ten weeks after the fall of Mosul.

PROJECT 
UPDATE

ESCAPE 
FROM MOSUL

£7 buys a hygiene kit including 
soap, shampoo, washing 
powder (US$12; €9)

£10 provides a blanket  
(US$17; €13)

£15 pays for a food parcel 
lasting an average-sized family 
for about 10 days (US$25, €19)

Aid from Barnabas is distributed in Iraq

Mosul Erbil

Dohuk

Kirkuk

Baghdad

Euphrates

Tigris

IRAQ

IRAN

SAUDI ARABIA

JO
RD

AN

SYRIA

TURKEY

Nineveh Plains
Iraqi Kurdistan

When hundreds of thousands of Iraqi Christians were 
forced to flee their homes in Mosul and the Nineveh 
plain, Barnabas was on hand to help them survive.

Project reference: 00-1188 (Middle East Fund)
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SPOTLIGHT

South Sudan emerged as an 
independent nation in July 2011, 
after decades of devastating 
civil war. In this war, the mainly 
Christian peoples of South 
Sudan strove to prevent the 
Islamic government of North 
Sudan from imposing sharia 
law on them. They achieved 
this aim, but at a terrible price: 
their country’s infrastructure 
and agriculture were totally 
destroyed in the war, and a 
whole generation lost out  
on education. 

Sadly, the first years of this fledgling nation 
have been blighted by internal armed 
conflicts, which broke out over other issues 
in 2013. And in 2014 adverse weather 
added to the difficulties, causing the loss of 
two successive crops. The situation is now 
approaching a catastrophe. 

It was estimated that a quarter of a million children in Christian-majority South Sudan would be severely undernourished by the end of 
September 2014 (Photo source: EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection, Flickr)

As crisis becomes 
catastrophe, church 
leaders in South 
Sudan stand united 
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SPOTLIGHT

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 
predicted in May that half of South Sudan’s 
population could be either “displaced 
internally, refugees abroad, starving or dead 
by the year’s end”. Cholera outbreaks or 
alerts were reported in nine of South Sudan’s 
ten states by July. Stagnant floodwater, 1.7 
million internally displaced people and a 
lack of proper roads for transporting aid are 
further compromising the situation. In July 
the UN estimated that nearly four million 
people (out of a total estimated population of 
11.4 million) were facing “dangerous levels” 
of hunger. It was expected that a quarter 
of a million children would be severely 
undernourished by the end of September. An 
official declaration of famine was predicted 
for the end of 2014 or early 2015.  

In the context of this rapidly developing 
disaster situation, Barnabas Fund convened 
a meeting in August of eight senior church 
leaders from South Sudan, representing 

four of the main denominations: Africa 
Inland Church, Anglicans, Pentecostals and 
Presbyterians. The Church is the only body 
still trusted by the peoples of South Sudan, 
and the focus of the conference was on 
identifying priorities for aid. 

Feeding was highlighted as the most 
urgent need. “The situation is very critical 
both in the internally displaced camps and 
also among the communities, since most 
families have limited or no access to food 
because of insecurity. Malnutrition is a 
glaring reality now,” commented Bishop 
Martin Mogga Ifoga of the Africa Inland 
Church. As of August, the worst situation 
was in the south-eastern state of Eastern 
Equatoria, but the leaders predicted that the 
famine would soon spread through Central 
Equatoria and West Equatoria and on 
towards the north.

Another great concern was for the next 
generation. The leaders said, “Our future is 
being undermined as our children are being 
devastated. Over seven per cent die at birth. 
Few attend school. Those schools that do 
function have to meet under trees. Those 
that do get educated have no jobs. This is a 
time bomb for vulnerability to radicalisation 
by extremist groups.” 

At the meeting, the eight church leaders 
established the United Christian Emergency 
Committee for South Sudan (UCECSS) 
to coordinate the delivery of aid across all 
regions and denominations in the country. 

The church leaders identified the top four 
priorities as: 

 ● Food, medical relief and shelter

 ● Political reconciliation to bring 
peace and stability 

 ● Teacher training to facilitate 
children’s education 

 ● Leadership training for politicians, 
bishops and senior clergy, 
businessmen, people in the 
military and law enforcement, and 
other leaders in civil society

The United Christian Emergency Committee 
for South Sudan also released a letter asking 
readers to:

Support our hands in prayer 
for God’s deliverance.

Continue your interest and concern 
for the long term. Millions have 
died in conflict in our nation and 
millions have been displaced. We 
are committed to ensuring a long-
lasting peace.

Keep our nation and its hopes and 
needs before your governments and 
other institutions to bring their 
pressure to bear.

The letter can be read online at 
barnabasfund.org/South-Sudan-letter

Barnabas Fund has been 
assisting in South Sudan for 
many years, since well before it 
gained independence, including:

 ● mobile health clinics
 ● schools
 ● microfinance and income-

generation projects
 ● teacher training
 ● bore wells 
 ● emergency aid for displaced 

people
 ● repatriating South Sudanese 

refugees from Sudan

Between September 2011 and 
August 2014, Barnabas Fund 
sent £1,399,672 (US$2,295,114; 
€1,788,084) for the support of 
South Sudanese Christians.

It was estimated that a quarter of a million children in Christian-majority South Sudan would be severely undernourished by the end of 
September 2014 (Photo source: EU Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection, Flickr)

Project reference: 48-991 
(South Sudan General Fund) 

The United Christian Emergency Committee for 
South Sudan was established at a conference 
convened by Barnabas Fund in August 2014
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In July I had the great privilege of 
meeting Dr Ahmad Badr Al-Din 
Hassoun, the Grand Mufti of Syria. 

He is a man of peace who pleads for equal 
and harmonious relations between Muslims, 
Christians and followers of all religions as 
members of one human family.

Because of this stance, he has endured great 
abuse and criticism from some of his fellow 
Muslims and was targeted for assassination 
by the Saudis. Knowing that he would have 
good security and protection, the group of 
Islamist hit-men were instructed that, if they 

could not kill the Grand Mufti himself, they 
should kill one of his sons instead. In due 
course they murdered his teenage son. 

After some months, two of the perpetrators 
were caught and imprisoned. The Grand 
Mufti asked to see them and they were 
brought to him blindfolded. He instructed their 
blindfolds to be removed, and the two young 
men, discovering themselves face to face 
with the head of Sunni Islam in Syria and the 
father of their victim, shook with fear. But, to 
their astonishment, the Grand Mufti gently 
reached out his hands to them and told them 
not to be afraid. He said that he did not want 
their mothers to weep as his own bereaved 
wife had wept for her son, and therefore he 
forgave them.

The following month I was in northern Iraq 
and came face to face with the stark reality 
of another face of Islam, that of ISIS (the 
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, now 
calling itself simply Islamic State). The 
sheer brutality of this face of Islam cannot 
be comprehended. It kills men, women and 
children, the elderly, the poor and the weak. 
It cuts in half little children and commits acts 
of ethnic cleansing that border on genocide. 

This behaviour is pure barbarism reminiscent 
of the early Assyrians and later Babylonians 
who once inhabited this region and were 
known for their immense cruelty.

ISLAMIC APOCALYPTIC 
DIMENSION
ISIS has started to produce a magazine 
called Dabiq. Dabiq is a town in northern 
Syria that was the site of a major battle 
between the Ottomans and the Mamluks 
in 1516. But, more significantly, Dabiq is 
mentioned in a hadith (tradition recording 
the words and actions of Muhammad) 
prophesying that a great battle will be 
fought there in the End Times, in which 
the Muslims will be victorious over the 
Christian forces, and which will be the 
first step in the Muslim conquest of the 
whole world. In Islamic eschatology, Jesus, 
whom Muslims call Isa, will descend via a 
minaret of the Great Mosque in Damascus, 
and from there he will lead his armies to 
victory. “Victory” means destroying every 
cross, killing every Jew and pagan, and 
either converting every Christian to Islam 
or killing them. This apocalyptic dimension 
is now shaping ISIS as it sees itself 
fighting an End Time battle.

The two 
facesof 

Islam
by Dr Patrick Sookhdeo 

International Director  
of Barnabas Fund

FOCUS

Dr Ahmad Badr Al-Din Hassoun, the Grand 
Mufti of Syria
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In the first issue of Dabiq, ISIS addressed 
the “return of the Khalifah”, arguing that Islam 
is now in its final stages as it achieves at last 
its goal of re-establishing the Caliphate. The 
Ottoman Caliphate, which collapsed in 1922-
23 as the Republic of Turkey was established, 
is now being reborn in a new Caliphate, 
represented by the Islamic State.

In the second issue, Dabiq looks at Noah 
and the flood. An article entitled “It’s either 
the Islamic state or the flood” begins with the 
“polluted ideologies that have afflicted people 
the entire world over” and condemns the idea 
of leaving people to choose peacefully for 
themselves what to believe. The only solution, 
says Dabiq, is to eradicate the principle of free 
choice and to implement God’s will. Any who 
oppose this will be punished both on earth and 
in the hereafter, as those who scoffed against 
Noah were punished by flood and hellfire. 

This face of Islam, based as it is on Islamic 
sources including the Quran and hadith, 
is as authentic as the peaceful tradition of 
the Grand Mufti of Syria. Both have existed 
throughout Islamic history. The Grand Mufti 
has been ridiculed and vilified by some of his 
co-religionists and told that he is not a true 
Muslim. When he visited the UK some years 
ago, and preached at several mosques, he 
afterwards had to be protected from Muslim 
leaders who disagreed with his theology. He 
cannot return to the UK, being unable to get 
a visa and opposed by Muslim leaders.

MANY “ISLAMS”
What is true Islam? The reality is that there 
are now many “Islams” depending on one’s 
interpretation of the Islamic source texts and 
of Islamic history. All can validly claim to be 
theologically based on the same source texts. 
Thankfully the peaceful traditions continue 
to live on, shaping the minds and hearts of 
millions of Muslims across the world. These 
are the Muslims who seek only a better future 
for themselves and their children, many of 

whom have also a deep desire to live at 
peace with all humanity.

But equally, there is the undeniable rise 
of radical Islam with an ideology that is 
propagated by Saudi Arabia, Qatar and 
Turkey, funded by their vast oil resources, 
and now effectively reshaping Islam. This 

face of Islam brings 
extremists to the 
forefront and gives 
birth to movements 
like ISIS. ISIS 
has been publicly 
disowned by Muslim 
and Western leaders 

alike, including key political leaders in Britain 
and other Western countries, who assert 
that it does not represent Islam. In fact some 
would go so far as saying that ISIS is not 
Islamic in any way. But however much one 
may want to dismiss ISIS as a temporary 
phenomenon that will soon disappear, or 
that can be easily defeated, or that is un-
Islamic and therefore can be rejected, these 
concepts may well prove to be just pie in the 
sky. Even if these extreme forms were to 
cease to exist, the ideological underpinning 
that has produced movements such as these 
will continue so long as nations like Saudi 
Arabia, as well as countless individual Islamic 
clerics and Muslim leaders, continue to use a 
literalist interpretation of Islam’s source texts. 
This remains true whether or not Western 
governments recognise the theological basis 
of such movements.

CALLING FOR A  
CONCERTED EFFORT
The Grand Mufti told me that on his last visit 
to the UK, a decade ago, he had predicted 
that there would come a day when many 
British mosques would become radicalised 
and where some of their members would 
become prey to extremist beliefs and go on 
to do horrible things. Sadly, that day has now 

come. He asked me whether I could enable 
him to get a visa to visit the UK again and to 
teach a peaceful Islam based on tolerance 
and a common humanity.

If courageous Muslims like him do not come 
to the UK and other countries, if mosques 
do not open their doors to him, if the minds 
of the young do not receive his teachings 
and are not enlightened by his knowledge 
and wisdom, then the future of such lands 
is increasingly uncertain. Christians in the 
Middle East, and now farther afield, see a 
rapidly approaching terror; the same terror 
may face us in the West before long.

The fearsome Assassins were a ferocious 
Ismaili Islamic sect that came into being in 
the late 11th century and instituted a reign 
of terror, which lasted for some 200 years. 
The Assassins were eventually destroyed 
only when Christians and Muslims joined 
forces to work together against a group that 
threatened everyone. Unless a concerted 
effort is made by governments in the region 
and internationally too, ISIS will continue to 
grow and threaten us all.

What is true Islam? 
The reality is that there are  

now many “Islams” 

FOCUS

This article is an abridged version of an editorial sent out by email to 
supporters on 29 August 2014. Do you currently receive email updates 
from Barnabas? Our weekly Persecution Update email is packed with 
the latest news relating to the persecuted Church, informed editorials 
and updates on our projects. Just contact your nearest Barnabas office 
(addresses on back cover) to begin receiving this email.

Displaced Iraqi Christian children in Dohuk
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DISPLACED CHRISTIANS SuFFER  
IN MISERABLE CONDITIONS

IRAQ  – 200,000 Iraqi 
Christians face an unprecedented 
humanitarian crisis after fleeing 
from ISIS (the Islamic State in 
Iraq and the Levant, which now 
wishes to be known simply as the 
Islamic State), whose militants 
advanced overnight on 6-7 August 
into Christian towns and villages in 
the Nineveh region.  

Many of these Christians fled 
to the autonomous Kurdistan 
region. Some of the displaced 
believers took refuge in public 
buildings, but many have nowhere 

to go and were stranded in streets 
and open fields. 

Harrowing reports have also 
been circulating of the plight of 
those who were unable to escape. 
On 13 August, a United Nations 
statement highlighted abductions 
and sexual violence against 
women, girls and boys. The report 
said that some 1,500 Christians 
and Yazidis may have been forced 
into sexual slavery.

Turn to page eleven to read 
how Barnabas Fund is helping 
displaced Christians in Iraq.

BOKO HARAM 
ATTACK TARGETS 
PREDOMINANTLy 
CHRISTIAN TOWN

NIGERIA – At least 100 
people were killed in and around 
the predominantly Christian town 
of Gwoza in yet another attack 
by Islamist militant group Boko 
Haram. A humanitarian crisis 

followed the attack as displaced 
and stranded survivors began to 
face food shortages.

Boko Haram invaded and 
seized the town on 6 August. 
Residents were brutally shot and 
slashed to death; eyewitnesses 
estimated that more than 100 
people lost their lives. The 

militants looted and burned 
houses and destroyed property.  

Those who managed to 
escape to the nearby Gwoza 
hills, also known as the Mandara 
Mountains, were surviving on wild 

fruits and at risk of starvation. 
Some elderly and particularly 
vulnerable residents remained 
stranded in Gwoza town without 
food or water. Boko Haram, 
which is fighting to establish an 
Islamist state in Northern Nigeria, 
has since decreed sharia law  
in Gwoza.

Displaced Iraqi Christians have sought shelter anywhere they can find it

JAIL FOR 
uNREGISTERED 

RELIGIOuS ACTIVITy 
DROPPED FROM LAW

KAZAKHSTAN – Proposed 
punishments that could have 
seen individuals jailed for leading 
or taking part in unregistered 
religious activity have been 
dropped from Kazakhstan’s new 
criminal code.

The document was signed 
into law by President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev on 3 July. An earlier 
version that was approved by 
the Majlis, the lower house 
of Parliament, on 9 April 
included provisions to upgrade 
certain religious activities 
from administrative to criminal 
offences. Those who lead or 
finance such ministries could 
have been imprisoned for up to 
60 days and participants for up 
to 45 days. 

Thankfully, these punishments 
did not survive into the final version. 
Nevertheless, these activities remain 
punishable by fines under the new 
Kazakh administrative code. 

The new criminal code retains 
two articles that can be used to 
penalise people for practising 
Christianity with a number of 
increased punishments. Almost  
all the provisions of the new 
criminal code come into effect on 
1 January 2015. 

These activities remain 
punishable by fines 

under the new Kazakh 
administrative code

Eyewitnesses estimated that more than 100 people 
lost their lives
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PERSECuTED 
PAKISTANIS DEPORTED 

FROM SRI LANKA

SRI LANKA – Members of 
persecuted Pakistani minorities, 
including Christians, are thought 
to have been deported from Sri 
Lanka before their asylum claims 
could be assessed. 

At least 142 people were 
detained in raids on Pakistani 
minority neighbourhoods in 
Negombo, Sri Lanka, between 
June and August. The United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said that 108 
Pakistani citizens were sent home 
after 1 August.

Although a lawyer representing 
a Pakistani Christian managed 
to secure interim relief from 
deportations between 15 and 
29 August, on September 1 
a Sri Lankan court gave the 
government permission to begin 
further expulsions.

The UNHCR has demanded 
an end to the deportations. It is 
thought that some of the asylum 
seekers had sought to obtain 
refugee status through the UNHCR 
and were deported before their 
claims could be properly assessed.

Having seen a 700 per cent 
increase in asylum seekers over 
the past year, the Sri Lankan 
government claims that Pakistani 
refugees are a drain on the 
country’s resources. 

Christians often have to 
flee Pakistan following false 
accusations of blasphemy, 
which put them at risk of official 
punishment (potentially even the 
death sentence) and violence 
from radical Muslims. Others  
are displaced following anti-
Christian violence against them 
or their communities.

CHRISTIANS ACCuSED 
OF MuRDER  

FOuND NOT GuILTy
LAOS – A group of Christians 
in Laos who were falsely accused 
of murder have been declared 
innocent. The believers were 
arrested after a sick woman, Mrs 
Chan, sought prayer at her local 
church, converted to Christianity 
and later died. 

Although the Savannakhet 
Office of Prosecutors said on 
6 August that they had not 
committed any crime, Mrs 
Kaithong, Mr Puphet, Mr Muk, Mr 
Hasadee and Mr Tiang were not 
immediately released and were 
told they must wait for the district 

chief to decide to free them.
The five Christians were 

arrested on 24 June after Mrs 
Kaithong appealed to the district 
chief over Mrs Chan’s burial. Mrs 
Chan’s eight children, who had 
also converted to Christianity from 
Buddhism, wanted a Christian 
burial for their mother. Despite 
the local authorities initially having 
given their permission, they later 
reversed their decision. 

Although they were originally 
detained over the burial dispute, 
the five believers were later 
charged with murder. 

CHRISTIAN TEENAGER 
KILLED IN ATTACK ON 
CHuRCH IN uGANDA

UGANDA – An 18-year-old 
Christian woman was hacked to 
death and a one-year-old baby 
injured in an attack by Muslims 
during a prayer meeting at a 
church in Uganda.

A group of Christians had 
gathered at Chali Born Victory 
Church on 27 June for an all-
night prayer session when armed 
Muslims invaded the building 
around 2am.

Beatrice Mukashaka (18) was 
killed and three others, including 
a one-year-old baby, were injured.

The assailants escaped to 
a nearby mosque. Soon after, 
local law enforcement officers 
surrounded the building. A police 
officer was shot and killed when 
one of the attackers opened fire. 
Two suspects were arrested. 

Pastor Jackson Turyamureba 
said that the church has had 
problems with a group of Muslims 
who had attempted to convert 
members of the congregation 
to Islam. Church member Polly 
Tashobya added that the group said 
they wanted to transform Uganda 
into an Islamic nation and would kill 
anyone who refused to convert. 

Pakistani believers at risk of anti-Christian violence may be forced 
to flee the country 

Beatrice Mukashaka 
was killed and three 
others were injured
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Christmas  
blessings 
from the 
persecuted 
Church
Despite the pressures they face, persecuted congregations are often some of the most jubilant in worship, both at Christmas and year-round. In this they are an inspiration to us all.

For example, enduring discrimination and hardship does not prevent the children and staff of a Christian school in Pakistan from joyfully celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. St Matthew’s School, which has been supported by Barnabas for seven years, currently provides 893 needy Christian students with a loving, Christian education. We wanted to encourage you by sharing these two photos of a Christmas celebration at St Matthew’s.
On behalf of the persecuted Christians we serve, Barnabas Fund would like to wish you every blessing as we celebrate this joyful season.

Looking for an easy 

way to remember the 

persecuted Church 

this Christmas? 

Please see the flyer enclosed with 

this magazine for information 

on Christmas cards and gifts for 

Barnabas Fund.

IN TOUCH

Youngsters making music 

for the Lord’s people
As we approach the end of 2014, we would like 

to share with you the stories of two young people 

who used their musical talents to raise money for 

the persecuted Church this year. 

Musical prodigy Josiah Collett took time out 

of his summer holiday on the Isle of Wight to 

raise money by busking for Barnabas. Josiah 

plays an amazing nine instruments, including 

the handpan, a rare instrument that resembles 

an inverted steel drum.  He chose to send the 

£120 (US$195; €150)  he raised to suffering Iraqi 

Christians because of the urgency of their needs.

Similarly, seven-year-old  Imogen Islip was able 

to raise a total of £10 (US$16; €12) by playing 

the piano. Over a few weeks, Imogen played 

for visiting friends and family and then asked 

them to donate money to her charity tub. 

Imogen played songs from her Tunes for 

Ten Fingers piano book, including “Mary 

had a little lamb” (with a “baa” at the end). She is 

already planning her next fundraising event.  

Josiah and Imogen’s musical gifts have helped 

Barnabas Fund support those who are suffering 

for the sake of Jesus. Well done and many 

thanks to Josiah and Imogen for their  

generosity. Keep those tunes coming!

Giving the gift 
of food this 
Christmas
Christmas is a season of giving. 
As you reflect on God’s gift to humanity in the Lord Jesus, please prayerfully consider making a donation to help Christians who are in need. Most of us will have plenty to eat this Christmas; however, due to persecution, conflict and famine, many Christians struggle to get enough to eat.  

Would you consider taking up a 
Christmas offering for hungry Christians, such as those displaced in northern Iraq, those enduring  Islamist oppression in parts of Syria, those suffering in South Sudan (see pp. 12-13 for details) and those in many other situations?

00-636 Feeding Fund 
00-1188 Middle East Fund 
48-991 South Sudan General Fund

Imogen in action at the piano

Talented Josiah plays nine different instruments
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GIFT AID DECLARATION   (Applicable to UK tax payers only)    
Name of charity: Barnabas Fund 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made:  (Please tick all 
boxes you wish to apply)

     this gift and if applicable              in the past 4 years                in the future        

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that 
all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will 
reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and 
Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every 
£1 that I give. 

Signature....................................................................................  Date  ...................................................
Please inform us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or no longer 
pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional 
rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations 
on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Instruction to your bank or building society to pay by Direct Debit

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send it to:  
Barnabas Fund, 9 Priory Row, Coventry CV1 5EX
Name and full postal address of your bank or building society

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Bank/building society account number Branch sort code

Service User Number  2 5 3 6 4 5

Signature(s)
Date

Instruction to your bank or building society: Please pay Barnabas Fund 
Direct Debits from the account detailed in this instruction subject to the 
safeguards assured to by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this 
instruction may remain with Barnabas Fund and, if so, details will be passed 
electronically to my bank/building society. DD18

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO HELP THE PERSECUTED CHURCH
Title...................... Full Name .....................................................................................................................................

Address .........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................

Postcode .................................... Telephone ...........................................................................................................

Email ..................................................................................................... 

I WOULD LIKE TO GIVE REGULARLY THROUGH MY UK BANK  
A direct debit can be set up either by completing the form below, by 
telephoning the number above or by going to our website. 

£   ...............................................   

(amount in words) ............................................................................................................. 

Please start on 7th/11th/15th/21st  of ........................................(month) and 
then every month/quarter/year (delete as applicable) until further notice. 
This Direct Debit is a new one/in addition to/replaces an earlier Standing 
Order/Direct Debit in favour of Barnabas Fund. (delete as applicable). 

HERE IS MY SINGLE GIFT OF £  ......................................................................................  

 I enclose a cheque/voucher payable to “Barnabas Fund”  OR  

Please debit my      Visa      Mastercard     

  American Express      Maestro     CAF card /other charity card

Card Number       

Maestro issue number     or issue date   /  

Expiry Date   /      Signature .......................................................................       

 I do not require an acknowledgement of this gift

THE DIRECT DEBIT GUARANTEE
This Guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that accept instructions to pay Direct Debits. If there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your 
Direct Debit Barnabas Fund will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as otherwise agreed. If you request Barnabas Fund to collect a 
payment, confirmation of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request. If an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by Barnabas Fund or your bank 
or building society, you are guaranteed a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from your bank or building society. If you receive a refund you are not entitled to, you must pay 
it back when Barnabas Fund asks you to. You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building society. Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us.

Mag  11/14

Mag  11/14

PLEASE USE MY GIFT FOR   Wherever the need is the greatest (General Fund)    

 Other..........................................*(give reference number of project to be supported)

  I have made an internet transfer to the Barnabas Fund bank account 
(Sort Code: 20-26-46)     Account Number: 50133299
(On your transfer, please quote as your reference your postcode and house number. To receive a 
letter thanking you for your donation please add the letters TY to the end of the reference.)

www.barnabasfund.org 
0800 587 4006

*If the project chosen is sufficiently funded, we reserve the right to use designated gifts either 
for another project of a similar type or for another project in the same country.

Registered Charity number 1092935 Company registered in England number 4029536

Please return this form to Barnabas Fund at your national office or to the UK office. Addresses 
are on the back cover. Barnabas Fund will not give your address, telephone number or email 
to anyone else.

Supporters in Germany: please turn to back cover for how to send gifts to Barnabas Fund. 
Phone 0800 587 4006 or visit our website at www.barnabasfund.org to make a donation by 
Direct Debit, credit or debit card. From outside UK phone  +44 1672 565031.

ALTERNATIVE GIFT CARD  
If you would like to make a donation as an alternative 
gift for a friend or relative, we can supply you with an 
attractive “Thank you” card, which you can send to the 
person for whom you have made the donation. Please 
fill in the details as you would like them to appear on 
the card. 

 
“Dear  ................................................  A gift of £  ...............  has 
been received on your behalf 

from .............................................................................................  
This gift will assist Christians who are persecuted for their 
faith. With many thanks on behalf of the persecuted 
Church”
 

  Tick here if you do not want the amount to be stated   
        on the card 

  Tick here if you do wish details about the project to be    
        included on the card

Please state your preferred card choice (see left): ..........
If you would like to have the card sent directly to the 
recipient, or if you would prefer to receive blank cards and 
fill them out yourself, please contact your national office 
(address details on back cover).

If you would like more cards, please photocopy the form or 
attach a separate piece of paper with the details for extra 
cards and send it with your donation. You can also call your 
nearest Barnabas Fund office with the details and pay by 
credit/debit card over the phone.

A

B

C

E

D

F

Reference (Barnabas Fund to complete)



Restored Taught

Protected 

UK 
9 Priory Row, Coventry CV1 5EX 
Telephone 024 7623 1923  
Fax 024 7683 4718 
From outside the UK 
Telephone +44 24 7623 1923  
Fax +44 24 7683 4718 
Email info@barnabasfund.org 
Registered charity number 1092935 
Company registered in England number 4029536 
For a list of all trustees, please contact Barnabas 
Fund UK at the Coventry address above. 

Australia 
PO BOX 3527, LOGANHOLME,  QLD  4129 
Telephone (07) 3806 1076 or 1300 365 799  
Fax (07) 3806 4076  
Email bfaustralia@barnabasfund.org 
 
Germany 
German supporters may send gifts for Barnabas 
Fund via Hilfe für Brüder who will provide you with a 
tax-deductible receipt. Please mention that the 
donation is for “SPC 20 Barnabas Fund”. If you 
would like your donation to go to a specific project of 
Barnabas Fund, please inform the Barnabas Fund 
office in Pewsey, UK.  
Account holder: Hilfe für Brüder e.V.  
Account number: 415 600   
Bank: Evang Kreditgenossenschaft Stuttgart  
Bankcode (BLZ): 520 604 10

New Zealand 
PO Box 27 6018, Manukau City, Auckland, 2241  
Telephone (09) 280 4385 or 0800 008 805 
Email office@barnabasfund.org.nz

Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland 
PO Box 354, Bangor, BT20 9EQ  
Telephone 028 91 455 246 or 07867 854604 
Email ireland@barnabasfund.org

Scotland 
Barnabas Fund Scotland, PO Box 2084,  
Livingston, EH54 0EZ 
Telephone 07722 484 742 
Email scotland@barnabasfund.org

Singapore 
Cheques in Singapore dollars payable  
to “Barnabas Fund” may be sent to: 
Kay Poh Road Baptist Church, 7 Kay Poh Road,  
Singapore 248963 

USA 
6731 Curran St, McLean, VA 22101 
Telephone (703) 288-1681  
or toll-free 1-866-936-2525  
Fax (703) 288-1682  
Email usa@barnabasaid.org

International Headquarters 
The Old Rectory, River Street, Pewsey, 
Wiltshire SN9 5DB, UK  
Telephone 01672 564938  
Fax 01672 565030  
From outside UK:  
Telephone +44 1672 564938 
Fax +44 1672 565030 
Email info@barnabasfund.org 
 

© Barnabas Fund 2014. For permission to reproduce articles from this 
magazine, please contact the International Headquarters address above.  
The paper used is produced using wood fibre at a mill that has been 
awarded the ISO14001 certificate for environmental management.
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How to find us You may contact Barnabas Fund at the following addresses:

Order your free Suffering Church 
Action Week resources today!

It’s not too late to get involved with Suffering Church Action Week 
2014! The suggested dates for the week are 26 October – 2 November, 
but it can be held at any time that suits your church calendar.

Order a free Living in Babylon Inspiration Pack from 
your nearest Barnabas office (addresses below) or 
from www.livinginbabylon.org. Some resources can 

also be downloaded from this website. 

Living in Babylon
Faithful to Christ in a hostile world

Inspiration Pack includes:
•	 Living in Babylon DVD, with video, sermon Power-

Point slides, original children’s song and more
•	 A3 poster to advertise your Suffering Church Action 

Week events
•	 Children’s activities
•	 Being Brave for Jesus children’s magazine
•	 Prayer resources, including 8-day devotional booklet 

and bookmark
•	 Barnabas Aid magazine (September/October 2014), 

which includes further resources and ideas

Barnabas Fund Day of Prayer – Saturday 1 November
Please join with us on Saturday 1 November as we lift up 
our persecuted brothers and sisters in prayer. There are 
plenty of resources and ideas available from  
www.livinginbabylon.org – don’t miss out!


